
3 reads math anchor chart
3 reads math anchor chart is an essential educational tool designed to
enhance students' mathematical comprehension and problem-solving skills. In
an age where understanding mathematical concepts is crucial for academic
success, the 3 Reads strategy serves as a foundational approach to tackle
word problems in mathematics. This strategy encourages students to engage
with the text, clarify their understanding, and systematically approach
problem-solving. In this article, we will delve deeply into the 3 Reads
strategy, explore how to create an effective anchor chart, and discuss its
implementation in the classroom.

Understanding the 3 Reads Strategy

The 3 Reads strategy is a structured approach to reading mathematical word
problems that allows students to break down complex problems into manageable
parts. This method is particularly beneficial for students who struggle with
reading comprehension in mathematics, as it emphasizes understanding the
problem before attempting to solve it.

Overview of the 3 Reads

The 3 Reads method consists of three distinct readings of the problem, each
with a specific focus:

1. First Read: Understanding the Problem
The primary goal of the first read is to comprehend what the problem is
about. Students should focus on grasping the general idea without worrying
about the numbers or calculations at this stage. Key questions to consider
during this read include:
- What is the problem asking?
- What context or scenario is presented?
- Who or what are the key players in this problem?

2. Second Read: Identifying Important Information
The second read emphasizes extracting crucial information from the text. This
involves highlighting or underlining key numbers, keywords, and phrases that
indicate operations or relationships. Students should pay attention to:
- Significant numbers and their meanings
- Keywords that suggest mathematical operations (e.g., sum, difference,
product)
- Any additional details that could impact the solution

3. Third Read: Formulating a Plan and Solving the Problem
In the final read, students create a plan based on their understanding of the



problem and the information they have gathered. This step involves:
- Deciding what mathematical operations to use
- Setting up equations or models to represent the problem
- Solving the problem and checking the solution for accuracy

Creating a 3 Reads Math Anchor Chart

An anchor chart is a visual tool that helps reinforce learning concepts in a
classroom. When creating a 3 reads math anchor chart, it’s essential to
present the strategy clearly and engagingly to ensure students can reference
it easily.

Components of the Anchor Chart

Here are the key components to include on a 3 reads math anchor chart:

- Title: Clearly label the chart as "3 Reads Strategy for Math Problems."

- Visual Representation: Use icons or illustrations to represent each of the
three reads. For example:
- A book icon for the first read (understanding)
- A magnifying glass for the second read (identifying)
- A checklist for the third read (planning and solving)

- Step-by-Step Instructions: Clearly outline each of the three reads with
bullet points or numbered lists:
1. First Read: Read the problem for understanding.
2. Second Read: Identify important information.
3. Third Read: Create a plan and solve the problem.

- Sample Problem: Include an example of a word problem at the bottom of the
chart, along with a brief illustration of how to apply the 3 Reads strategy.
This could provide a clear visual reference for students.

- Color Coding: Use different colors for each read to make the chart visually
appealing and easier to follow.

Sample Anchor Chart Content

Here’s an example of what the content on your anchor chart might look like:

- 3 Reads Strategy for Math Problems

1. First Read: Understand the Problem
- What is happening?



- Who is involved?
- What do I need to find out?

2. Second Read: Identify Important Information
- Circle the numbers.
- Underline keywords (add, subtract, etc.).
- Note any relationships or comparisons.

3. Third Read: Create a Plan and Solve
- What operation do I need?
- Write an equation.
- Solve and check my work.

- Example Problem:
"Maria has 10 apples. She gives 3 apples to her friend. How many apples does
she have left?"
- First Read: Maria has apples; she gives some away.
- Second Read: Key numbers are 10 and 3.
- Third Read: 10 - 3 = 7; Maria has 7 apples left.

Implementing the 3 Reads Strategy in the
Classroom

The successful implementation of the 3 reads math anchor chart in the
classroom can significantly enhance students' problem-solving capabilities.
Here are some strategies for teachers to effectively incorporate this method:

Modeling the Strategy

Begin by modeling the 3 Reads strategy with a few problems. Choose a variety
of word problems and demonstrate each read step-by-step. Use a projector or
smartboard to show how to interact with the text, identify important
information, and formulate a plan.

Group Activities

Encourage collaborative learning by organizing students into small groups.
Assign each group a different word problem and have them apply the 3 Reads
strategy together. Afterward, groups can present their findings and solutions
to the class.



Individual Practice

Provide students with practice problems where they can apply the 3 Reads
strategy independently. Make sure to include a variety of problem types to
reinforce their skills. Consider using worksheets that mirror the structured
approach outlined in the anchor chart.

Regular Review and Reinforcement

Incorporate regular reviews of the 3 Reads strategy throughout the school
year. Use quick checks or exit tickets where students have to demonstrate
their understanding of how to apply the strategy to a new problem. This will
help reinforce the concepts and ensure retention.

Conclusion

The 3 reads math anchor chart is a powerful educational tool that can help
students develop a deeper understanding of mathematical word problems. By
breaking down complex problems into manageable parts and emphasizing
comprehension before calculation, this strategy equips students with the
skills necessary to tackle challenging problems confidently. As educators
implement this strategy in their classrooms, they foster an environment where
students feel empowered to approach mathematics with clarity and purpose. By
continuously modeling, practicing, and reinforcing the 3 Reads strategy,
teachers can significantly enhance their students' mathematical proficiency
and problem-solving skills.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a '3 reads' math anchor chart?
A '3 reads' math anchor chart is a visual tool used in classrooms to help
students understand and solve math problems by reading the problem three
times, each time focusing on different aspects such as the overall gist,
specific details, and mathematical operations needed.

How does the '3 reads' strategy benefit students in
math?
The '3 reads' strategy helps students break down complex problems into
manageable parts, improves comprehension, and encourages critical thinking by
prompting them to analyze the problem from different angles.



What are the three reads involved in the '3 reads'
strategy?
The three reads typically involve: 1) reading to understand what the problem
is about (the context), 2) reading to identify specific information and key
details, and 3) reading to determine the mathematical operations needed to
find the solution.

Can the '3 reads' strategy be applied to different
types of math problems?
Yes, the '3 reads' strategy can be applied to various types of math problems,
including word problems, equations, and real-world scenarios, making it a
versatile tool for enhancing math literacy.

How can teachers implement a '3 reads' anchor chart
in their classrooms?
Teachers can implement a '3 reads' anchor chart by creating a large visual
display that outlines the strategy, using examples of problems, and modeling
the process with students during lessons to reinforce understanding.

What materials are needed to create a '3 reads' math
anchor chart?
Materials needed include chart paper or a whiteboard, markers or colored
pens, sticky notes for student contributions, and sample math problems to
illustrate each of the three reads.

Are there digital tools available for creating '3
reads' math anchor charts?
Yes, there are various digital tools and applications such as Google Slides,
Canva, and Padlet that allow teachers and students to create interactive '3
reads' math anchor charts that can be easily shared and accessed online.
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