
22 special tactics squadron
22 special tactics squadron represents one of the most elite and versatile units within
the United States Air Force. This squadron specializes in conducting a wide array of
critical operations that range from combat control and reconnaissance to direct action and
hostage rescue. Known for its rigorous training and exceptional capabilities, the 22 special
tactics squadron plays a pivotal role in modern military operations and special warfare.
This article provides an in-depth exploration of the squadron’s history, mission, training,
operational roles, and notable accomplishments. Additionally, it highlights the unique skill
sets and technologies employed by the unit to maintain its strategic edge. The detailed
overview offers valuable insights into the operational framework and significance of the 22
special tactics squadron in national defense and global security.
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History and Formation
The 22 special tactics squadron traces its origins to the early development of Air Force
special operations forces. Established to support unconventional warfare and special
reconnaissance, the squadron has evolved significantly since its inception. Over the
decades, its structure and operational focus have adapted to meet the changing demands
of warfare, incorporating advanced tactics and technologies. The squadron was officially
activated to consolidate elite operators capable of executing precision missions in diverse
environments. Its lineage is marked by a commitment to excellence and a tradition of valor
demonstrated in numerous conflicts worldwide.

Early Development and Evolution
Initially, the 22 special tactics squadron was formed by integrating various specialized
teams, including combat controllers, pararescuemen, and tactical air control parties.
These operators were trained to conduct missions in hostile territories, often working
alongside other special operations forces. The evolution of the squadron reflects a
response to emerging threats and the need for rapid deployment capabilities. Over time,
the unit’s training programs and operational doctrines were refined to improve



effectiveness in joint and combined operations.

Organizational Changes
The squadron has undergone multiple reorganizations to enhance its operational
efficiency. It became a key component of the Air Force Special Operations Command
(AFSOC), where it gained access to better resources and strategic support. This alignment
has enabled the 22 special tactics squadron to deploy globally with increased agility and
coordination, often serving as a critical force multiplier in complex military campaigns.

Mission and Core Responsibilities
The primary mission of the 22 special tactics squadron is to conduct specialized air-to-
ground operations that enable the success of broader military objectives. This includes
tasks such as combat control, airfield seizure, reconnaissance, personnel recovery, and
direct action. The squadron’s responsibilities also encompass coordinating air strikes,
managing battlefield air traffic, and supporting joint special operations forces in hostile
environments. Their versatility allows them to operate independently or alongside other
military branches.

Combat Control and Airfield Operations
Combat controllers within the squadron are trained to establish and control airfields in
austere and contested environments. This capability is vital for inserting and extracting
forces, delivering supplies, and enabling air support in remote areas. The squadron
ensures the safe and efficient flow of air traffic during combat operations, often under
extreme conditions.

Personnel Recovery and Medical Evacuation
The 22 special tactics squadron is also responsible for personnel recovery, which involves
rescuing isolated personnel, including downed pilots and injured soldiers. Pararescuemen
are highly skilled in emergency medical treatment and extraction techniques, enabling
successful recovery missions in dangerous territories. This mission underscores the
squadron’s commitment to saving lives and maintaining force readiness.

Training and Selection Process
The 22 special tactics squadron maintains a rigorous and comprehensive training regimen
designed to prepare operators for the demands of special operations. Candidates undergo
a challenging selection process that tests physical endurance, mental resilience, and
tactical proficiency. Successful completion of the training ensures that squadron members
possess the necessary skills to operate effectively in high-risk environments.



Initial Selection and Assessment
The selection process begins with a stringent screening that evaluates physical fitness,
psychological stability, and problem-solving abilities. Potential candidates must
demonstrate exceptional endurance and adaptability. This phase includes obstacle
courses, timed runs, swimming tests, and psychological evaluations to identify individuals
capable of handling the pressures of special tactics missions.

Advanced Tactical Training
After selection, operators undergo extensive training in areas such as airborne insertion,
close-quarters combat, navigation, communications, and emergency medical procedures.
The training curriculum emphasizes joint operations, enabling seamless integration with
other special operations units. Continuous training and evaluations ensure that squadron
members maintain peak operational readiness throughout their careers.

Operational Roles and Capabilities
The 22 special tactics squadron operates across a broad spectrum of missions, leveraging
its diverse skill sets to provide strategic advantages on the battlefield. Its capabilities
include directing air strikes, conducting reconnaissance, securing landing zones, and
executing direct action raids. The squadron’s flexibility allows it to adapt to various
mission requirements, often operating behind enemy lines and in austere environments.

Direct Action and Special Reconnaissance
Operators conduct direct action missions that involve raids, ambushes, and sabotage
against high-value targets. Special reconnaissance tasks include gathering intelligence
and providing real-time battlefield information to commanders. These roles require
stealth, precision, and the ability to operate independently or as part of a larger force.

Joint and Coalition Operations
The squadron frequently collaborates with other branches of the U.S. military as well as
allied forces. This coordination enhances the effectiveness of combined operations,
allowing for synchronized strikes and efficient resource utilization. The 22 special tactics
squadron’s interoperability is a key factor in its operational success.

Equipment and Technology
The 22 special tactics squadron employs cutting-edge equipment and technology to
enhance mission effectiveness and operator safety. This includes advanced
communications gear, navigation systems, precision weaponry, and specialized medical
equipment. The integration of modern technology allows the squadron to maintain



situational awareness and execute complex operations with high accuracy.

Communications and Navigation Systems
Reliable communication is critical for mission success. The squadron utilizes encrypted
radios, satellite communications, and GPS navigation devices to coordinate movements
and call in air support. These systems enable operators to maintain contact with command
centers and other units, even in remote or hostile environments.

Weaponry and Tactical Gear
Operators are equipped with a variety of weapons tailored to mission specifics, including
assault rifles, sniper systems, and breaching tools. Tactical gear such as night vision
goggles, ballistic armor, and survival kits further enhances their combat capabilities and
survivability. The squadron continually updates its arsenal to keep pace with emerging
threats and technologies.

Notable Deployments and Achievements
The 22 special tactics squadron has participated in numerous high-profile operations that
demonstrate its strategic value and operational excellence. Its contributions have been
instrumental in counterterrorism campaigns, humanitarian missions, and joint military
operations worldwide. The squadron’s achievements reflect its dedication to mission
success and national security.

Significant Combat Operations
The squadron has been deployed in various theaters, including the Middle East, Africa,
and the Asia-Pacific region. Its operators have played key roles in eliminating terrorist
leaders, securing key infrastructure, and providing critical support to allied forces. These
combat deployments highlight the squadron’s ability to operate effectively under intense
pressure and complex conditions.

Humanitarian and Disaster Relief Efforts
Beyond combat, the 22 special tactics squadron has contributed to humanitarian missions,
such as disaster relief and medical evacuation in crisis zones. Their rapid response
capabilities and specialized skills allow them to save lives and stabilize regions affected by
natural disasters or conflict. These efforts underscore the squadron’s versatility and
commitment to global security.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary mission of the 22 Special Tactics
Squadron?
The primary mission of the 22 Special Tactics Squadron is to conduct special operations
including direct action, reconnaissance, combat search and rescue, and air traffic control
in hostile or sensitive environments.

Where is the 22 Special Tactics Squadron based?
The 22 Special Tactics Squadron is based at Joint Base Lewis-McChord in Washington
State, USA.

Which branch of the military does the 22 Special Tactics
Squadron belong to?
The 22 Special Tactics Squadron is a unit of the United States Air Force.

What types of personnel make up the 22 Special Tactics
Squadron?
The squadron is composed of Special Tactics Officers, Combat Controllers,
Pararescuemen, Tactical Air Control Party specialists, and other support personnel trained
for special operations.

What is the role of Combat Controllers within the 22
Special Tactics Squadron?
Combat Controllers within the 22 STS are responsible for establishing and controlling air
traffic in combat zones, coordinating air strikes, and providing communications and
tactical air support for ground forces.



How does the 22 Special Tactics Squadron contribute to
joint special operations?
The 22 STS works closely with other U.S. Special Operations Forces by providing
specialized air-ground integration, reconnaissance, and rescue capabilities to enhance
mission success in joint operations.

What notable operations has the 22 Special Tactics
Squadron participated in?
The 22 STS has been involved in various operations including missions in Afghanistan,
Iraq, and other global counterterrorism efforts, providing critical air-ground coordination
and rescue capabilities.

What training is required to join the 22 Special Tactics
Squadron?
Candidates undergo rigorous training including Special Warfare Preparatory Course,
Combat Control or Pararescue training pipelines, airborne and scuba qualifications, and
advanced tactics to prepare for the demanding roles within the squadron.

Additional Resources
1. Shadow Warriors: Inside the 22 Special Tactics Squadron
This book offers an in-depth look at the elite members of the 22 Special Tactics Squadron,
exploring their rigorous training, high-stakes missions, and the unique skills that set them
apart. Through firsthand accounts and detailed descriptions, readers gain insight into the
squadron's critical role in special operations. The narrative highlights their adaptability in
various combat and rescue scenarios worldwide.

2. Air Commandos: The Legacy of the 22 Special Tactics Squadron
Tracing the history and evolution of the 22 Special Tactics Squadron, this book covers its
origins, key deployments, and the strategic importance of its operations. It emphasizes the
squadron’s contributions to modern warfare and how its members have shaped special
operations tactics over the decades. Rich with historical context and personal stories, it
celebrates the squadron’s enduring legacy.

3. Precision and Valor: Missions of the 22 Special Tactics Squadron
Focusing on specific missions undertaken by the 22 Special Tactics Squadron, this title
delves into the planning, execution, and outcomes of some of their most daring operations.
It showcases the precision, teamwork, and courage required to succeed in complex
environments. The book also reflects on the challenges faced and lessons learned from
these high-pressure engagements.

4. Into the Breach: Training for the 22 Special Tactics Squadron
This book provides a detailed overview of the intense selection and training process for
candidates aspiring to join the 22 Special Tactics Squadron. It highlights the physical,
mental, and tactical preparation necessary to meet the squadron’s demanding standards.



Readers gain an appreciation for the dedication and resilience required to become a
member of this elite unit.

5. Silent Guardians: The Reconnaissance Role of the 22 Special Tactics Squadron
Exploring the reconnaissance and intelligence-gathering missions of the 22 Special Tactics
Squadron, this book reveals how these operators gather critical information behind enemy
lines. It explains the technologies and tactics used in stealth operations, emphasizing the
squadron’s role in shaping battlefield awareness. The narrative captures the high stakes
and secrecy surrounding these covert missions.

6. Stormfront: Combat Stories from the 22 Special Tactics Squadron
A compilation of gripping combat stories and firsthand accounts from members of the 22
Special Tactics Squadron, this book brings to life the realities of modern warfare. It
highlights the bravery and quick thinking required during intense firefights and rescue
missions. The vivid storytelling offers a personal perspective on the sacrifices and
successes of these special operators.

7. Force Multiplier: The Integration of the 22 Special Tactics Squadron in Joint Operations
This title examines how the 22 Special Tactics Squadron integrates with other military
branches and allied forces during joint operations. It discusses the squadron’s role as a
force multiplier, enhancing the effectiveness of combined missions. Through case studies
and expert analysis, readers learn about the complexities and benefits of interoperability
in special operations.

8. Beyond the Call: Humanitarian and Rescue Missions of the 22 Special Tactics Squadron
Highlighting the humanitarian side of the 22 Special Tactics Squadron, this book focuses
on their involvement in disaster relief, search and rescue, and evacuation missions. It
showcases the versatility and compassion of the squadron members as they operate in
crises beyond traditional combat. The book underscores the importance of these missions
in saving lives and stabilizing regions.

9. Future Warriors: Innovations and the Next Generation of the 22 Special Tactics
Squadron
Looking ahead, this book explores technological advancements, evolving tactics, and the
future challenges facing the 22 Special Tactics Squadron. It discusses how emerging
technologies such as drones, AI, and cyber capabilities are being integrated into their
operations. The book also reflects on the ongoing commitment to excellence and
adaptability that defines the squadron’s future.
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