
2022 ap world history exam
2022 ap world history exam presented students with a comprehensive evaluation of their
understanding of global historical themes, periods, and analytical skills. This exam is a critical
component for high school students aiming to earn college credit and demonstrate proficiency in
world history. The 2022 AP World History Exam tested knowledge across various time periods,
including ancient civilizations, classical societies, post-classical developments, early modern era, and
contemporary history. It combined multiple-choice questions, short-answer questions, a document-
based question (DBQ), and a long essay question (LEQ) to assess students’ abilities in historical
reasoning, evidence analysis, and argumentation. This article provides an in-depth review of the
exam structure, content coverage, grading criteria, and tips for success. Readers will gain insights
into the key themes and question types featured on the 2022 AP World History Exam as well as
strategies to excel in future administrations of the test.
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Overview of the 2022 AP World History Exam Structure
The 2022 AP World History Exam was designed to evaluate students' mastery of world history from
approximately 1200 CE to the present. The exam was divided into two main sections: the multiple-
choice and short-answer section, and the free-response section. This format allowed for a balanced
assessment of factual knowledge, analytical skills, and historical writing proficiency. The total
testing time was three hours and fifteen minutes, providing ample opportunity to demonstrate a
comprehensive understanding of historical events and trends.

Exam Sections Breakdown
The exam consisted of the following components:

Multiple-Choice Questions (MCQs): This section included 55 questions to be completed in1.
55 minutes. Questions focused on identifying historical facts, interpreting primary and
secondary sources, and understanding cause-and-effect relationships.

Short-Answer Questions (SAQs): Students answered three questions within 40 minutes.2.
These questions required concise written responses evaluating specific historical sources or
concepts.



Document-Based Question (DBQ): A critical part of the exam, the DBQ required students to3.
analyze and synthesize information from a set of historical documents and construct a
coherent essay.

Long Essay Question (LEQ): Students selected one of three prompts and wrote a detailed4.
essay demonstrating their ability to argue a historical thesis with relevant evidence.

Content and Thematic Coverage
The 2022 AP World History Exam encompassed a broad chronological range, emphasizing key
themes and developments in global history. The curriculum was organized into several periods and
themes, ensuring students understood historical continuity and change over time.

Historical Periods Covered
The exam primarily focused on Periods 3 through 6 of the AP World History curriculum framework,
which include:

Post-Classical Era (c. 600 to c. 1450)

Early Modern Era (c. 1450 to c. 1750)

Modern Era (c. 1750 to c. 1900)

Contemporary Period (c. 1900 to present)

Students were expected to understand major political, economic, social, and cultural
transformations during these periods, including the rise and fall of empires, global trade networks,
revolutions, and the impact of industrialization and globalization.

Key Themes Emphasized
The exam highlighted several enduring themes that appeared throughout the AP World History
course, such as:

Interaction between humans and the environment: Examining how geography and
technology influenced societies.

Development and interaction of cultures: Understanding cultural diffusion, religion, and
intellectual life.

State-building, expansion, and conflict: Analyzing the formation of states, empires, and
causes of conflict.



Creation, expansion, and interaction of economic systems: Studying trade networks,
industrialization, and economic policies.

Development and transformation of social structures: Exploring class, gender roles, and
social hierarchies.

Question Types and Skills Assessed
The 2022 AP World History Exam measured a wide array of historical thinking skills aligned with the
College Board's course framework. Students needed to demonstrate proficiency in sourcing,
contextualization, comparison, causation, and argumentation.

Multiple-Choice and Short-Answer Skills
The multiple-choice questions tested students’ ability to recall factual content and analyze primary
and secondary sources such as maps, charts, and excerpts. The short-answer questions required
brief written responses that connected historical evidence to specific prompts, often involving
comparisons or explanations of historical developments.

Free-Response Question Skills
The DBQ demanded that students skillfully analyze a set of historical documents, assess their
perspectives and purposes, and integrate outside knowledge to craft a persuasive essay. The LEQ
challenged students to develop a clear thesis and support it with well-organized evidence,
demonstrating insight into historical causation, continuity, and change.

Scoring and Grading Criteria
The 2022 AP World History Exam was scored on a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 indicating exceptional
mastery. The scoring process was standardized by the College Board to ensure fairness and
consistency.

Section Weighting
The exam’s total score comprised:

Multiple-Choice Section: 40% of the overall score

Short-Answer Questions: 20% of the overall score

Document-Based Question: 25% of the overall score



Long Essay Question: 15% of the overall score

This distribution emphasized the importance of both content knowledge and analytical writing
abilities.

Rubric Highlights
For the DBQ and LEQ, graders evaluated responses based on thesis clarity, use of evidence,
historical reasoning, and writing quality. Students who effectively synthesized documents, provided
contextualization, and constructed compelling arguments received higher scores. Accuracy and
relevance of content were critical across all sections.

Preparation and Study Tips
Success on the 2022 AP World History Exam depended on thorough preparation, strategic study,
and familiarity with the exam format. Students were encouraged to develop both content knowledge
and analytical skills well before test day.

Effective Study Strategies

Review Course Themes and Periods: Focus on understanding major historical trends and
events from 1200 CE to the present.

Practice Document Analysis: Regularly practice interpreting primary and secondary sources
to build skills needed for the DBQ.

Write Practice Essays: Develop essay-writing abilities by responding to past LEQ prompts
under timed conditions.

Use Review Books and Online Resources: Utilize reputable study guides and College Board
materials to reinforce knowledge and exam strategies.

Take Practice Exams: Simulate exam conditions to improve time management and identify
areas needing improvement.

Test Day Tips
On exam day, students should carefully read each question, allocate time wisely, and structure
essays clearly with a strong thesis and supporting evidence. Staying calm and focused is essential to
perform optimally under timed conditions.



Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main themes covered in the 2022 AP World
History exam?
The 2022 AP World History exam focused on key themes such as interaction between humans and
the environment, development and interaction of cultures, state-building, expansion and conflict,
creation, expansion, and interaction of economic systems, and development and transformation of
social structures.

How was the 2022 AP World History exam structured?
The 2022 AP World History exam consisted of multiple-choice questions, short-answer questions, a
document-based question (DBQ), and a long essay question (LEQ), designed to assess students'
knowledge and analytical skills across different historical periods and themes.

What time periods were emphasized in the 2022 AP World
History exam?
The 2022 exam emphasized historical periods from approximately 1200 CE to the present, covering
major global developments including the rise and fall of empires, global trade networks, revolutions,
industrialization, and globalization.

What strategies are recommended for success on the 2022 AP
World History exam?
Recommended strategies include thorough review of course content, practicing document analysis
for the DBQ, developing clear thesis statements for essays, managing time effectively during the
exam, and familiarizing oneself with past exam questions and scoring guidelines.

Were there any significant changes to the AP World History
exam format in 2022?
In 2022, the AP World History exam maintained the format introduced in recent years, with no major
changes. The College Board continued to emphasize skills like historical thinking, analysis, and
writing, with a consistent structure of multiple-choice, short-answer, DBQ, and LEQ sections.

Additional Resources
1. Cracking the AP World History: Modern Exam 2022 Edition
This comprehensive guide by The Princeton Review is designed specifically for the 2022 AP World
History exam. It covers key historical themes, provides detailed content reviews, and includes
practice tests that mirror the exam format. The book also offers effective strategies for tackling
multiple-choice questions and the document-based question (DBQ). It's ideal for students looking to
boost their confidence and scores.



2. AP World History: Modern 2022-2023 Prep Guide
Published by Kaplan, this prep guide focuses on the modern period of world history, aligning with
the 2022 exam content. It features in-depth thematic reviews, practice questions, and full-length
practice exams. The guide emphasizes analytical skills and critical thinking necessary for the AP
exam's essay sections.

3. 5 Steps to a 5: AP World History: Modern 2022
This book breaks down the AP World History curriculum into manageable steps, making it easier for
students to absorb complex historical information. It includes review material, practice tests, and
tips for excelling in essay writing. The 2022 edition is updated to reflect the latest exam trends and
question types.

4. AP World History Modern Crash Course, 2nd Edition
Written by an experienced AP teacher, this Crash Course guide offers a concise review of all major
topics covered in the 2022 AP World History exam. It is perfect for last-minute studying and includes
summaries, practice questions, and test-taking strategies. The book helps students focus on high-
yield content and avoid common pitfalls.

5. AP World History: Modern Flashcards, 2022 Edition
This set of digital and printable flashcards covers key terms, dates, and concepts relevant to the
2022 AP World History exam. Flashcards are a great tool for memorization and quick review,
especially for students who prefer active recall methods. The cards are organized by thematic units
to enhance study efficiency.

6. World History for the AP® Course
Authored by experienced educators, this textbook aligns closely with the AP World History
curriculum and is updated for 2022. It provides a thorough narrative of world history from 1200 CE
to the present, integrating primary sources and critical thinking exercises. The book supports both
content mastery and exam skill development.

7. AP World History Modern: Preparing for the Exam
This targeted review book focuses on exam preparation techniques tailored for the 2022 AP World
History test. It includes practice DBQs, short-answer questions, and multiple-choice sections, along
with detailed explanations. The book also offers advice on time management and essay structuring.

8. AP World History Modern Study Guide 2022
Designed for quick review, this study guide summarizes essential facts and concepts for the 2022
exam. It includes timelines, thematic breakdowns, and practice questions that help reinforce
understanding. The guide is ideal for students who want a concise resource to complement their
broader studies.

9. Thematic Approaches to AP World History: Modern
This book emphasizes the thematic organization of world history, helping students grasp large-scale
patterns relevant to the 2022 AP exam. It offers thematic essays, comparative analyses, and practice
questions that build analytical skills. The approach aids students in connecting different historical
periods and regions effectively.
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