2020 ap world history exam

2020 ap world history exam was a significant assessment for high school students
aiming to demonstrate their understanding of global historical themes and events. This
exam tested knowledge across a broad timeline, covering topics from ancient civilizations
to contemporary global issues. The 2020 AP World History Exam was distinct due to
adjustments made in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, affecting format and content
coverage. Students preparing for this exam needed to be familiar with key historical
periods, skills in document analysis, and essay writing techniques. This article provides a
detailed overview of the exam structure, content, scoring guidelines, study tips, and the
impact of the 2020 test administration changes. Understanding these aspects is essential
for students and educators aiming to excel in or teach the AP World History exam
effectively.
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Overview of the 2020 AP World History Exam

The 2020 AP World History Exam was designed to assess students' understanding of world
history from approximately 1200 CE to the present. It evaluated knowledge across
multiple historical themes such as interaction between humans and the environment,
development and interaction of cultures, state-building, economic systems, and social
structures. The exam required students to demonstrate historical thinking skills including
analysis of primary and secondary sources, making historical connections, and
constructing evidence-based arguments. The 2020 edition was particularly notable due to
modifications in content scope and exam format in response to global health concerns.

Exam Format and Structure

The format of the 2020 AP World History Exam reflected changes implemented to
accommodate remote testing and reduce content burden. Traditionally, the exam consists
of multiple-choice questions, short-answer questions, a document-based question (DBQ),
and a long essay question (LEQ). In 2020, the exam was shortened and focused exclusively
on the period from 1200 CE to the present, omitting earlier historical periods covered in



previous exams.

Multiple-Choice Section

The multiple-choice section tested students’ ability to analyze historical texts, images,
maps, and data. Questions required critical thinking and the application of historical
knowledge to specific contexts. This section was designed to assess content mastery and
interpretive skills.

Short-Answer Questions

The short-answer portion included prompts that required concise, focused responses
based on provided sources or historical scenarios. These questions aimed to evaluate
students' ability to synthesize information and demonstrate understanding of historical
developments.

Document-Based Question (DBQ)

The DBQ involved analyzing a set of historical documents and constructing a coherent
essay that integrated the documents with outside knowledge. This section assessed
students' skills in sourcing, contextualization, and argumentation.

Long Essay Question (LEQ)

The LEQ required students to write a detailed essay on a chosen historical theme or
development, demonstrating depth of understanding and effective argument construction.

Content Covered in the 2020 Exam

The 2020 AP World History Exam focused on the period from 1200 CE to the present,
covering key global developments across six major chronological periods. This focus
allowed students to explore themes such as global interactions, empires, revolutions, and
modernization in depth.

Key Historical Periods

e 1200-1450: The Global Tapestry and early interactions
e 1450-1750: Age of Exploration and early modern empires

¢ 1750-1900: Industrialization and global imperialism



¢ 1900-Present: Global conflicts, decolonization, and globalization

Major Themes

The exam emphasized thematic understanding, requiring students to connect
developments across regions and timeframes. Themes included:

¢ Human-environment interaction

Cultural developments and interactions

e Governance and political structures

Economic systems and trade networks

Social interactions and organization

Scoring and Grading Criteria

Scoring for the 2020 AP World History Exam was based on a composite of multiple-choice
and free-response sections. The College Board used a standardized rubric to evaluate
essays, particularly the DBQ and LEQ, emphasizing thesis development, use of evidence,
historical reasoning, and synthesis.

Multiple-Choice Scoring

Each correct multiple-choice answer contributed to the overall raw score, which was then
converted into a scaled score. There was no penalty for incorrect answers, encouraging
students to attempt every question.

Free-Response Scoring

The DBQ and LEQ essays were scored on criteria including:

e Thesis and argument development
e Use and analysis of historical evidence
e Historical context and synthesis

e Clarity and coherence of writing



Short-answer responses were similarly graded based on accuracy, completeness, and
historical evidence.

Preparation Strategies and Study Tips

Effective preparation for the 2020 AP World History Exam involved a combination of
content review, skill development, and practice under timed conditions. Students were
advised to focus on key themes, timelines, and historical thinking skills.

Content Review

Students should prioritize understanding major events and trends from 1200 CE to the
present, including significant empires, revolutions, and global interactions. Creating
timelines and thematic charts can aid in retention and synthesis.

Practice with Primary Sources

Analyzing primary and secondary sources is critical for success on the DBQ and short-
answer questions. Practicing with sample documents helped students develop skills in
sourcing, contextualization, and corroboration.

Writing Skills

Developing clear, well-organized essays with strong thesis statements and supporting
evidence was essential. Practicing past DBQs and LEQs under timed conditions helped
students improve their writing fluency and time management.

Utilizing Review Resources

Students benefited from using review books, online practice exams, flashcards, and study
groups to reinforce knowledge and exam strategies.

Impact of COVID-19 on the 2020 Exam

The COVID-19 pandemic significantly affected the administration of the 2020 AP World
History Exam. The College Board made adjustments to ensure student safety and
accommodate remote learning environments.

Exam Format Changes

The exam was shortened to approximately 45 minutes and focused solely on content from



1200 CE onwards. The multiple-choice section was removed, and students only completed
the free-response section, which included a modified DBQ and one long essay question.

Remote Administration

For the first time, the exam was taken online at home. This transition required students to
have reliable internet access and manage exam conditions independently. The College
Board provided guidelines to maintain academic integrity.

Content Reduction

The College Board limited the scope of the curriculum to ease the burden of remote
instruction and learning disruptions. This meant earlier historical periods were not tested,
allowing students and teachers to focus on recent historical developments.

Student and Educator Responses

While some challenges arose due to the new format and remote testing environment,
many students adapted successfully. Educators emphasized flexibility and support to help
students navigate the changes effectively.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the format of the 2020 AP World History
exam?

The 2020 AP World History exam was administered digitally due to the COVID-19
pandemic and featured a shortened format, including a single 45-minute Document-Based
Question (DBQ) and a 70-minute Long Essay Question (LEQ).

How did the COVID-19 pandemic affect the 2020 AP
World History exam?

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 2020 AP World History exam was held online with a
condensed format to accommodate remote testing and health guidelines, resulting in
fewer questions and a shorter testing time than usual.

What topics were emphasized on the 2020 AP World
History exam?

The 2020 AP World History exam covered core historical themes such as interactions
between humans and the environment, development and interaction of cultures, state-
building and expansion, creation and interaction of economic systems, and development of



social structures, with questions focusing on periods and regions relevant to these themes.

Were there any changes to the scoring rubric for the
2020 AP World History exam?

The scoring rubric for the 2020 AP World History exam remained consistent with previous
years, emphasizing thesis development, use of evidence, and historical reasoning for the
DBQ and LEQ, despite the exam's shortened format.

How can students best prepare for the unique format of
the 2020 AP World History exam?

Students should focus on practicing writing concise, well-organized essays within a limited
time frame, particularly the Document-Based Question and the Long Essay Question, and
familiarize themselves with digital test-taking procedures due to the online format of the
2020 exam.

Where can students find official resources and practice
materials for the 2020 AP World History exam?

Students can access official resources and practice materials for the 2020 AP World
History exam on the College Board's website, which provides sample questions, scoring
guidelines, and exam information tailored to the 2020 exam format.

Additional Resources

1. Cracking the AP World History: Modern Exam 2020

This comprehensive guide offers detailed content review, practice questions, and test-
taking strategies specifically tailored for the 2020 AP World History exam. It covers key
themes, periods, and concepts, helping students build a strong foundation. The book also
includes full-length practice exams to simulate the test experience.

2. AP World History Modern Prep 2020: Proven Techniques to Score a 5

Designed for students aiming for the highest score, this book provides targeted strategies
and in-depth content review aligned with the 2020 curriculum. It emphasizes critical
thinking and analysis, essential for the document-based and long essay questions. The
guide also features practice tests with detailed answer explanations.

3. 5 Steps to a 5: AP World History 2020

This popular prep book breaks down the exam material into manageable steps, combining
review, practice, and test-taking tips. It includes updated content reflecting the 2020 exam
format and focuses on developing skills in historical thinking and writing. The book also
offers online resources for additional practice.

4. AP World History Modern Exam Secrets Study Guide 2020
Offering insider tips and strategies, this study guide helps students navigate the
challenges of the 2020 AP World History exam. It covers the major themes and periods



with concise summaries and practice questions. The guide is designed to boost confidence
and improve performance on both multiple-choice and free-response sections.

5. The Princeton Review AP World History: Modern Premium Prep, 2020

Known for its thorough approach, this premium prep book provides extensive content
review, practice drills, and full-length practice exams. It integrates updated information
relevant to the 2020 exam and focuses on skill development for document analysis and
essay writing. The book also includes access to online quizzes and flashcards.

6. AP World History Modern: The Essential Coursebook 2020

This essential coursebook serves as a comprehensive resource for understanding the
major concepts and events tested in the 2020 exam. It presents information in a clear,
organized manner and includes timelines, maps, and charts to aid learning. Practice
questions and essay prompts help reinforce key ideas.

7. AP World History Modern Exam 2020: Complete Prep with Practice Tests

This all-in-one preparation book offers a complete review of the exam content alongside
multiple practice tests modeled after the 2020 AP World History format. It emphasizes
critical skills like sourcing, contextualization, and argument development. Detailed answer
explanations help students identify and learn from their mistakes.

8. Mastering the AP World History: Modern Exam 2020

Focused on mastery of course content and exam strategies, this book provides in-depth
reviews of each historical period covered on the 2020 exam. It includes numerous practice
questions and essay outlines to enhance writing skills. The book also offers tips for
managing time and stress during the exam.

9. AP World History Modern 2020: Quick Review and Practice

Ideal for last-minute preparation, this quick review guide summarizes essential facts,
dates, and themes for the 2020 AP World History exam. It features concise notes and
practice questions designed to reinforce knowledge efficiently. The guide is perfect for
students seeking a focused and time-efficient study tool.
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