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2020 ap human geo exam was a significant assessment for students studying Advanced Placement

Human Geography, designed to evaluate their understanding of human geography concepts, spatial

patterns, and cultural landscapes. This exam tested a wide range of topics including population

dynamics, cultural processes, political organization of space, agricultural and rural land use,

industrialization, economic development, and urbanization. The 2020 iteration of the AP Human

Geography exam reflected the College Board’s emphasis on analytical skills, data interpretation, and

application of geographic concepts to real-world scenarios. This article will provide a detailed overview

of the exam’s format, content coverage, scoring guidelines, and preparation strategies. Additionally,

insights into common question types and tips for success will be discussed to help students maximize

their performance on this crucial exam. The following sections will guide readers through the essential

aspects of the 2020 AP Human Geography exam.

Overview of the 2020 AP Human Geography Exam Format

Key Content Areas Tested in the 2020 AP Human Geography Exam

Scoring and Grading of the 2020 AP Human Geography Exam

Preparation Strategies for the 2020 AP Human Geography Exam

Common Question Types and Skills Assessed

Overview of the 2020 AP Human Geography Exam Format

The 2020 AP Human Geography exam was structured to assess students’ mastery of geographic



concepts through a combination of multiple-choice questions and free-response items. The exam

format was divided into two main sections: multiple-choice and free-response. Each section aimed to

test different skill sets, including knowledge recall, spatial analysis, and critical thinking. The exam

duration was approximately two hours, allowing students sufficient time to complete all questions while

maintaining accuracy and depth in their responses.

Multiple-Choice Section

The multiple-choice section of the 2020 AP Human Geography exam consisted of 60 questions that

covered a broad range of topics within the human geography curriculum. These questions required

students to analyze maps, graphs, and scenarios to apply geographic principles effectively. The

multiple-choice questions typically accounted for half of the overall exam score and emphasized quick

decision-making and content comprehension.

Free-Response Section

The free-response section included three questions designed to evaluate students’ abilities to construct

well-organized written responses that integrate geographic terminology and concepts. This section

tested skills such as map interpretation, demographic analysis, and argument development related to

human geography themes. The free-response portion allowed students to demonstrate critical thinking

and the synthesis of information.

Key Content Areas Tested in the 2020 AP Human Geography

Exam

The 2020 AP Human Geography exam covered several essential content areas that reflect the diverse

scope of human geography. These topics are rooted in the College Board’s curriculum framework and

are crucial for understanding patterns and processes that shape human interaction with the

environment.



Population and Migration

This content area focused on demographic trends, population distribution, migration patterns, and the

social and economic impacts of population changes. Students were expected to understand concepts

like population pyramids, demographic transition models, and push-pull factors influencing migration.

Cultural Patterns and Processes

Questions in this category addressed language, religion, ethnicity, and cultural landscapes. The exam

tested knowledge of cultural diffusion, identity, and the effects of globalization on cultural practices.

Political Organization of Space

Students were assessed on their understanding of political boundaries, state sovereignty, geopolitics,

and the organization of space at various scales. Topics included nation-states, supranational

organizations, and territorial disputes.

Agriculture and Rural Land Use

This section explored agricultural practices, rural land use patterns, and the relationship between

humans and the environment. Key concepts included types of agriculture, land survey systems, and

the impact of technological advancements.

Industrialization and Economic Development

Questions covered industrial processes, economic sectors, development indicators, and the spatial

distribution of industries. Students needed to understand globalization, trade patterns, and economic

disparities.



Urbanization

The urban geography component addressed city structure, urban models, and challenges related to

urban growth such as housing, transportation, and sustainability.

Scoring and Grading of the 2020 AP Human Geography Exam

The scoring system for the 2020 AP Human Geography exam combined results from both the multiple-

choice and free-response sections to produce a composite score. This score was then converted to

the AP 1–5 scale to determine students’ performance level and college credit eligibility.

Multiple-Choice Scoring

Each correct answer in the multiple-choice section contributed one point to the raw score. There was

no penalty for incorrect or unanswered questions, encouraging students to attempt all questions. The

raw score was converted to a scaled score based on the exam’s difficulty and overall performance.

Free-Response Scoring

The free-response questions were graded based on specific rubrics provided by the College Board.

These rubrics assessed the accuracy, completeness, and clarity of student responses, as well as their

ability to use geographic terminology and apply concepts effectively. The free-response section

accounted for 50% of the total exam score.

Final Score and AP Grade

The combined scaled scores from both sections determined the final AP score, ranging from 1 (no

recommendation) to 5 (extremely well qualified). Scores of 3 and above were generally considered

passing and eligible for college credit or advanced placement, depending on the institution.



Preparation Strategies for the 2020 AP Human Geography

Exam

Effective preparation for the 2020 AP Human Geography exam required a comprehensive study plan

that integrated content review, practice questions, and test-taking strategies. Students who approached

their preparation methodically were more likely to achieve high scores.

Content Review and Study Materials

Thorough review of the six main content areas was essential. Utilizing textbooks aligned with the AP

curriculum, review books, and classroom notes helped reinforce core concepts and vocabulary.

Flashcards and summary charts were also useful tools for memorization and quick review.

Practice Exams and Question Drills

Engaging with past exam questions and timed practice tests allowed students to become familiar with

the exam format and question types. This practice helped improve pacing, accuracy, and confidence.

Time Management and Exam Strategies

Students were advised to allocate time effectively between the multiple-choice and free-response

sections. Strategies included reading questions carefully, outlining free-response answers before

writing, and reviewing responses when time permitted.

Group Study and Tutoring

Collaborative study sessions and seeking help from teachers or tutors provided opportunities for

clarifying difficult topics and gaining new perspectives on content application.



Common Question Types and Skills Assessed

The 2020 AP Human Geography exam featured a variety of question types designed to test different

cognitive skills related to human geography. Understanding these question formats helped students

better prepare and respond effectively.

Data Interpretation

Many questions required analysis of maps, charts, graphs, and demographic data. Students needed to

interpret spatial patterns, trends, and relationships to answer these questions accurately.

Concept Application

Questions often presented scenarios where students had to apply geographic concepts such as

diffusion, urban models, or economic development theories to explain phenomena or predict outcomes.

Comparative Analysis

Some free-response questions asked students to compare different regions, cultural traits, or political

systems, highlighting similarities and differences with supporting evidence.

Argumentation and Explanation

Free-response items assessed the ability to construct coherent arguments, explain geographic

processes, and support claims with appropriate examples and terminology.

Analyze visual data carefully to identify geographic patterns.1.



Use precise geographic vocabulary in written responses.2.

Practice outlining free-response answers before writing.3.

Manage time efficiently during the exam.4.

Review key concepts regularly throughout the study period.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What topics were emphasized on the 2020 AP Human Geography

exam?

The 2020 AP Human Geography exam emphasized key topics such as population and migration

patterns, cultural geography, political organization of space, agricultural and rural land use, urban land

use, and industrialization and economic development.

How was the 2020 AP Human Geography exam structured?

The 2020 AP Human Geography exam consisted of two sections: a multiple-choice section with 60

questions to be completed in 60 minutes, and a free-response section with 3 questions to be answered

in 75 minutes.

Were there any changes to the 2020 AP Human Geography exam due

to the COVID-19 pandemic?

Yes, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 2020 AP Human Geography exam was administered online

with a modified format, including fewer questions and a shorter testing time to accommodate remote

testing conditions.



What study resources are recommended for preparing for the 2020

AP Human Geography exam?

Recommended study resources for the 2020 AP Human Geography exam include the College Board's

official course description and practice exams, review books like Barron's or Princeton Review, online

AP Human Geography review videos, and practice with past free-response questions.

What skills are essential to succeed on the 2020 AP Human

Geography exam?

Essential skills for the 2020 AP Human Geography exam include the ability to analyze geographic data

and maps, understanding and applying key concepts of human geography, critical thinking for

interpreting human-environment interactions, and clear, concise writing for free-response questions.

Additional Resources

1. Barron's AP Human Geography, 7th Edition

This comprehensive guide offers in-depth content review and practice questions tailored specifically for

the 2020 AP Human Geography exam. It includes detailed lessons on population, cultural patterns,

political organization, agriculture, and urban development. The book also features full-length practice

exams to help students build test-taking strategies and confidence.

2. 5 Steps to a 5: AP Human Geography 2020

Designed to simplify the study process, this book breaks down the AP Human Geography curriculum

into manageable steps. It provides strategic study plans, practice tests, and tips geared toward

mastering the exam format. The 2020 edition incorporates updated content reflecting recent trends and

exam changes.

3. Cracking the AP Human Geography Exam 2020, Premium Edition

This premium prep book includes comprehensive content review, practice questions, and two full-



length practice tests with detailed answer explanations. It emphasizes critical thinking skills and

geographic concepts essential for the 2020 exam. The guide also offers strategies for tackling multiple-

choice and free-response sections.

4. AP Human Geography Crash Course, 2nd Edition

Ideal for last-minute review, this concise guide highlights key concepts and terms frequently tested on

the 2020 AP Human Geography exam. It offers quick summaries, mnemonic devices, and practice

questions to reinforce learning. The book’s focused approach makes it perfect for students needing a

refresher before test day.

5. Human Geography: People, Place, and Culture (11th Edition)

While not exclusively a test prep book, this textbook by Erin H. Fouberg provides a thorough

exploration of human geography concepts aligned with AP curriculum standards. Its engaging visuals

and case studies help students understand complex themes relevant to the 2020 exam.

Supplementing exam prep with this text can deepen conceptual understanding.

6. AP Human Geography Prep Plus 2020 & 2021

This study guide combines content review with practice tests and interactive online resources to

prepare students for the 2020 exam. It features updated questions reflecting recent exam trends and

includes strategies for time management and question analysis. The digital component offers additional

practice and progress tracking.

7. Princeton Review AP Human Geography Premium Prep, 2020

Known for its engaging style, this book offers comprehensive review material, practice tests, and

detailed answer explanations tailored for the 2020 AP Human Geography exam. It focuses on building

critical skills and understanding geographic data interpretation. The premium edition includes online

resources for extra practice.

8. AP Human Geography Flashcards, 2nd Edition

This set of flashcards covers essential vocabulary and concepts vital for success on the 2020 AP

Human Geography exam. Designed for quick, on-the-go study sessions, the cards help reinforce



memory through repetition and active recall. They are a useful supplement for students looking to

strengthen their grasp of key terms.

9. Steck-Vaughn AP Human Geography

A straightforward and accessible review book, Steck-Vaughn’s guide provides clear explanations of

topics covered on the 2020 AP Human Geography exam. It includes practice questions and test-taking

tips that cater to a variety of learning styles. This resource is suitable for both beginners and those

needing a refresher before the exam.
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