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2017 subaru forester owners manual is an essential resource for every owner of the 2017 Subaru Forester.
This comprehensive guide provides detailed information about the vehicle’s features, maintenance
schedules, safety instructions, and troubleshooting tips. Understanding the owner's manual helps maximize
the performance, safety, and longevity of the Forester. From operating the advanced all-wheel-drive
system to navigating the infotainment controls, the manual offers step-by-step instructions and essential
warnings. Additionally, it covers warranty details and emergency procedures to ensure owners are well-
prepared for any situation. This article explores the key sections of the 2017 Subaru Forester owners
manual, highlighting how to effectively utilize the information for a better driving experience.
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Overview of the 2017 Subaru Forester Owners Manual
The 2017 Subaru Forester owners manual serves as a comprehensive guidebook designed to assist owners
with the operation and upkeep of their vehicle. It is structured to provide clarity on the Forester’s design,
technology, and safety features. The manual typically includes detailed diagrams, specifications, and step-
by-step instructions to ensure proper use and maintenance. It is recommended to keep the manual
accessible within the vehicle for quick reference.

Purpose and Importance
The primary purpose of the 2017 Subaru Forester owners manual is to educate owners on how to safely
and effectively operate their vehicle. It reduces the risk of damage by providing proper procedures for
starting, driving, and maintaining the Forester. Furthermore, it explains warning indicators and
troubleshooting tips to identify potential issues early. Understanding the manual helps in maintaining the



vehicle’s warranty and ensures optimal performance.

Manual Format and Accessibility
The manual is generally divided into logical sections covering all aspects of the vehicle from basic operation
to advanced systems. It is available in both printed and digital formats, allowing owners to access the
information conveniently. Many owners also benefit from using the digital manual on mobile devices for
easy searching of specific topics.

Vehicle Features and Operation
The 2017 Subaru Forester owners manual provides detailed explanations of the vehicle’s key features and
operational procedures. This includes everything from engine start-up to advanced driver assistance
systems designed to enhance safety and convenience.

Starting and Driving the Forester
Instructions on how to start the 2017 Subaru Forester include details about the push-button ignition system
and key fob operation. The manual describes proper gear selection for manual and automatic transmissions
and guidelines for safe driving practices under various conditions.

Infotainment and Connectivity
The Forester’s multimedia system is explained thoroughly, including Bluetooth connectivity, audio
controls, and navigation features. The owners manual outlines how to pair devices, operate the touchscreen
interface, and use voice commands effectively.

All-Wheel Drive and Off-Road Capabilities
One of the standout features of the 2017 Subaru Forester is its Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive system. The
manual elaborates on how this system works to provide improved traction and stability. It also offers tips for
driving on rough terrain and in adverse weather conditions, highlighting the vehicle’s off-road capabilities.

Maintenance and Care
Proper maintenance is crucial to extend the lifespan and reliability of the 2017 Subaru Forester. The
owners manual provides a comprehensive maintenance schedule and instructions to keep the vehicle in



optimal condition.

Scheduled Maintenance
The manual includes a detailed maintenance schedule indicating when to perform oil changes, tire
rotations, brake inspections, and other essential services. Following these intervals helps prevent costly
repairs and maintains vehicle safety.

Fluid Levels and Replacement
Guidelines for checking and replacing fluids such as engine oil, coolant, brake fluid, and transmission fluid
are clearly outlined. The manual specifies recommended fluid types and volumes to ensure proper
performance.

Exterior and Interior Care
Instructions for cleaning and caring for the Forester’s exterior paint, wheels, and interior upholstery are
provided. These tips help preserve the vehicle’s appearance and resale value over time.

Maintenance Checklist

Regular oil and filter changes every 6,000 miles or as specified

Tire pressure checks monthly

Brake system inspections every 12,000 miles

Battery condition evaluations before winter

Replacement of cabin air filter annually

Safety and Security
Safety is a paramount concern addressed extensively within the 2017 Subaru Forester owners manual. It
details all safety systems and provides instructions to ensure passengers and drivers remain protected.



Airbags and Restraint Systems
The manual describes the locations and functions of airbags, seat belts, and child restraint anchors. It
emphasizes proper usage to maximize protection in the event of a collision.

Driver Assistance Systems
Features such as EyeSight Driver Assist Technology, which includes adaptive cruise control and lane
departure warning, are explained in detail. The manual instructs drivers on how to activate, use, and
deactivate these systems safely.

Anti-Theft and Security Features
Details regarding the Forester’s alarm system, immobilizer, and keyless entry are provided to help prevent
theft. The manual also advises on how to respond if the security system is triggered or if the vehicle is
locked unintentionally.

Troubleshooting and Emergency Procedures
The 2017 Subaru Forester owners manual prepares drivers for unexpected situations by providing
troubleshooting guidance and emergency protocols. This section is critical for handling minor issues and
ensuring safety during breakdowns.

Dashboard Warning Lights
A comprehensive list of dashboard warning symbols is included, explaining each light’s meaning and
recommended actions. This enables owners to promptly address potential mechanical or safety issues.

Jump Starting and Battery Care
Step-by-step instructions for jump starting the vehicle are provided, including safety precautions to avoid
damage. The manual also covers battery maintenance tips to prevent failures.

Flat Tire and Tire Repair
Procedures for safely changing a flat tire or using the tire repair kit are detailed. The manual includes
advice on recommended tools and tire pressure specifications.



Emergency Towing and Vehicle Recovery
Guidelines on how to properly tow the Forester without causing damage are outlined. This includes
information on tow hook locations and recommended towing methods.

Warranty and Customer Support
The owners manual contains important information about the warranty coverage provided with the 2017
Subaru Forester. Understanding these details helps owners know their rights and responsibilities.

Warranty Coverage Details
The manual specifies the duration and scope of the vehicle’s limited warranty, including powertrain and
corrosion coverage. It also outlines conditions that may void the warranty.

Service and Support Resources
Information on authorized service centers, roadside assistance, and how to contact Subaru customer support
is included. This ensures owners have access to professional help when needed.

Record Keeping and Documentation
Recommendations for maintaining service records and receipts are provided to facilitate warranty claims
and resale procedures.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I download the 2017 Subaru Forester owner's manual?
You can download the 2017 Subaru Forester owner's manual from the official Subaru website under the
'Owners' section or from various automotive manual websites.

What important maintenance information is included in the 2017 Subaru
Forester owner's manual?
The owner's manual includes details on recommended service intervals, fluid types, tire pressure
specifications, and maintenance schedules essential for vehicle longevity.



How do I reset the tire pressure monitoring system (TPMS) on a 2017
Subaru Forester?
To reset the TPMS, inflate all tires to the recommended pressure, then press and hold the TPMS reset
switch (usually located under the dashboard) until the TPMS indicator blinks three times, then release it.

Does the 2017 Subaru Forester owner's manual explain how to use the
EyeSight® Driver Assist technology?
Yes, the manual provides detailed instructions on how to operate and adjust the EyeSight® Driver Assist
system, including adaptive cruise control, pre-collision braking, and lane departure warning.

What type of oil is recommended for the 2017 Subaru Forester according
to the owner's manual?
The owner's manual recommends using SAE 0W-20 synthetic motor oil that meets Subaru specifications
for optimal engine performance and protection.

How often should the timing belt be replaced in a 2017 Subaru Forester?
The 2017 Subaru Forester is equipped with a timing chain, which typically does not require replacement
at regular intervals, unlike a timing belt.

What are the instructions for jump-starting a 2017 Subaru Forester
provided in the owner's manual?
The manual advises connecting jumper cables in a specific order: positive to positive terminals, then
negative to a ground point on the engine block, avoiding connection to the battery's negative terminal to
prevent damage.

How can I locate the fuse box in a 2017 Subaru Forester and identify
fuses?
The owner's manual shows the locations of the fuse boxes under the dashboard and in the engine
compartment, along with a diagram identifying each fuse and its function.

What safety features of the 2017 Subaru Forester are highlighted in the
owner's manual?
The manual details safety features such as airbags, anti-lock braking system (ABS), Vehicle Dynamics
Control (VDC), EyeSight® Driver Assist, and seatbelt reminders.



How do I program the keyless entry remote for my 2017 Subaru Forester
according to the owner's manual?
The manual provides a step-by-step procedure to program the keyless entry remote, typically involving
turning the ignition on and off, pressing buttons on the remote, and confirming programming with door
lock cycles.

Additional Resources
1. 2017 Subaru Forester Owner's Manual: Comprehensive Guide
This manual offers detailed instructions on the operation, maintenance, and features of the 2017 Subaru
Forester. It covers everything from dashboard controls to safety features, ensuring owners fully understand
their vehicle. The guide is user-friendly, with clear diagrams and troubleshooting tips. Ideal for both new
and experienced Subaru Forester owners.

2. Subaru Forester 2017: Maintenance and Repair Handbook
A practical handbook focused on routine maintenance and repair for the 2017 Subaru Forester. This book
provides step-by-step procedures to keep your vehicle running smoothly, including oil changes, brake
servicing, and tire care. It also includes tips on diagnosing common issues to save time and money. Perfect
for DIY enthusiasts and professional mechanics.

3. Understanding Your 2017 Subaru Forester: A Driver’s Companion
Designed to help owners get the most out of their 2017 Subaru Forester, this book explains all key features
and driving tips. It highlights safety systems, infotainment controls, and fuel efficiency techniques. The
book also covers Subaru’s all-wheel-drive technology, helping drivers navigate various road conditions
confidently.

4. Subaru Forester 2017: Troubleshooting and Problem Solving Guide
This guide focuses on identifying and resolving common problems faced by 2017 Subaru Forester owners.
It includes diagnostic charts, error code explanations, and practical solutions for electrical, mechanical, and
software issues. The book is a valuable resource for those who want to understand their vehicle’s warning
signals and avoid costly repairs.

5. 2017 Subaru Forester: User Tips and Tricks for Optimal Performance
A collection of expert tips aimed at enhancing the driving experience of the 2017 Subaru Forester. From
maximizing fuel economy to optimizing cargo space, this book provides useful hacks that every owner
should know. It also covers seasonal maintenance advice and technology usage to keep the vehicle in top
condition year-round.

6. The Complete Subaru Forester 2017 Guide: Features and Upgrades
This comprehensive guide explores the 2017 Forester’s features, from engine options to interior
technology. It also details available upgrades and aftermarket accessories to personalize your vehicle. Perfect



for owners looking to enhance performance, comfort, and aesthetics of their Forester.

7. 2017 Subaru Forester Safety and Security Manual
Focusing on the safety features integrated into the 2017 Subaru Forester, this manual explains advanced
driver-assistance systems like EyeSight technology. It discusses crash prevention, airbag systems, and child
safety seat installation. Owners will learn how to maximize the vehicle’s protective capabilities for peace of
mind on the road.

8. Subaru Forester 2017: Off-Road and Adventure Driving Guide
This book is tailored for Forester owners who enjoy outdoor adventures and off-road driving. It covers
techniques for navigating rough terrain, proper vehicle preparation, and maintenance tips for rugged
conditions. The guide also highlights the Forester’s capabilities and limitations in various off-road scenarios.

9. Fuel Efficiency and Eco-Driving in the 2017 Subaru Forester
A focused look at how to improve fuel economy and reduce environmental impact with the 2017 Subaru
Forester. It provides driving strategies, maintenance routines, and technology features that contribute to
better mileage. This book is ideal for eco-conscious drivers seeking to get the most out of their vehicle
while minimizing fuel consumption.
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