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2011 BMW 328i manual is a model that has garnered a dedicated following for
its combination of performance, luxury, and driving engagement. As part of
BMW's popular 3 Series lineup, the 328i offers a unique blend of sportiness
and comfort, making it an appealing choice for driving enthusiasts and
everyday commuters alike. In this article, we will explore the features,
specifications, performance, and ownership experience of the 2011 BMW 328i
with a manual transmission, highlighting why it remains a sought-after
vehicle even years after its release.

Overview of the 2011 BMW 328i

The 2011 BMW 328i is part of the E90 generation of the 3 Series, which was
produced from 2006 to 2013. This generation is well-known for its balance of
handling and comfort, making it a favorite among drivers who appreciate a
dynamic driving experience without sacrificing everyday usability. The 328i,
specifically, comes equipped with a robust inline-six engine that provides
ample power and responsiveness.

Key Specifications

Here are some essential specifications of the 2011 BMW 328i:

Engine: 3.0-liter inline-six

Power Output: 230 horsepower

Torque: 200 lb-ft

Transmission Options: 6-speed manual or 6-speed automatic

Fuel Economy: 18 mpg city / 28 mpg highway

0-60 mph: Approximately 6.0 seconds

These specifications highlight the 328i's performance-oriented nature while
also making it a practical choice for everyday driving.



Performance and Handling

One of the standout features of the 2011 BMW 328i manual is its engaging
driving dynamics. The combination of its inline-six engine and rear-wheel-
drive layout delivers a balanced and responsive driving experience.

Engine Performance

The 3.0-liter inline-six engine in the 328i is known for its smooth power
delivery and impressive acceleration. Here’s what makes it a joy to drive:

- Linear Power Band: The engine provides a consistent flow of power across
the rev range, allowing for confident overtaking and merging.
- Sound: The engine produces a distinctive exhaust note that enhances the
driving experience, especially when revved towards the higher RPMs.
- Tuning: The manual transmission offers a more engaging experience, allowing
drivers to fully exploit the engine's capabilities.

Handling and Suspension

The BMW 328i manual is equipped with a well-tuned suspension system that
ensures both comfort and agility. Key aspects include:

- Rear-wheel Drive: This layout contributes to a more balanced weight
distribution, enhancing handling during cornering.
- Sporty Suspension: The suspension setup strikes an excellent balance
between comfort and sportiness, making it suitable for both daily driving and
spirited backroad excursions.
- Steering Feel: The steering is precise, providing excellent feedback that
enhances driver confidence.

Interior Comfort and Technology

Inside the 2011 BMW 328i, you’ll find a blend of luxury and functionality.
The cabin is designed with high-quality materials and a driver-focused
layout.

Interior Features

The interior of the 328i includes several notable features that enhance
comfort and convenience:



- Quality Materials: Soft-touch surfaces and premium upholstery create an
upscale environment.
- Comfortable Seating: The front seats offer ample support, making long
drives more enjoyable.
- Cargo Space: The sedan provides decent trunk space for luggage and
groceries, adding to its practicality.

Technology and Infotainment

Although technology has advanced significantly since 2011, the 328i was
equipped with features that were considered cutting-edge at the time:

- iDrive System: The BMW iDrive system controls various vehicle settings and
infotainment options through a central display.
- Audio Options: Standard features include a CD player, auxiliary input, and
optional upgrades for premium sound systems.
- Navigation: Optional navigation systems were available, which provided
real-time traffic updates and route guidance.

Safety Features

Safety is a top priority for BMW, and the 2011 328i comes equipped with a
range of safety features:

Airbags: Front, side, and curtain airbags for enhanced occupant
protection.

ABS: Anti-lock braking system to prevent wheel lock-up during braking.

Stability Control: Helps maintain traction during slippery conditions.

Crash Test Ratings: The 328i received favorable ratings in various crash
tests, further highlighting its safety credentials.

Ownership Experience

Owning a 2011 BMW 328i manual can be a rewarding experience, but like any
vehicle, it comes with considerations.



Maintenance and Reliability

While BMWs are known for their engineering excellence, maintenance is
essential to keep the vehicle in optimal condition:

- Regular Maintenance: Following the manufacturer's recommended maintenance
schedule is crucial for reliability.
- Parts Availability: OEM parts are widely available, though they may be
pricier than aftermarket alternatives.
- Common Issues: Some owners report issues with electrical components and
cooling systems; however, with proper care, many 328is remain trouble-free.

Resale Value

The BMW 328i manual tends to hold its value reasonably well compared to other
vehicles in its class. Factors contributing to its resale value include:

- Brand Reputation: BMW's reputation for performance and luxury helps
maintain interest in their vehicles.
- Driving Enthusiast Appeal: Manual transmission models are often more
desirable to enthusiasts, potentially enhancing resale value.

Conclusion

In summary, the 2011 BMW 328i manual remains a solid choice for those seeking
a balance of performance, luxury, and practicality. Its engaging driving
dynamics, high-quality interior, and safety features make it a compelling
option even in today’s market. For enthusiasts who appreciate a manual
transmission and the unique driving experience it offers, the 328i is a
timeless classic that continues to attract attention. Whether you’re
commuting to work or exploring winding roads, the 2011 BMW 328i manual
promises an enjoyable ride.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the 2011 BMW 328i
manual transmission?
The 2011 BMW 328i manual transmission features a 3.0-liter inline-six engine
producing 230 horsepower, a 6-speed manual gearbox, rear-wheel drive, and a
sport-tuned suspension. It also includes leatherette upholstery, a premium
sound system, and available navigation.



How does the manual transmission in the 2011 BMW
328i compare to the automatic option?
The manual transmission in the 2011 BMW 328i provides a more engaging driving
experience, allowing for greater control over gear selection and engine
performance. In contrast, the automatic offers convenience and can enhance
fuel efficiency in stop-and-go traffic.

What are common issues reported by owners of the
2011 BMW 328i manual?
Common issues reported by owners include problems with the clutch and
transmission synchronization, electrical gremlins, and wear on suspension
components. Regular maintenance and inspection can help mitigate these
issues.

Is the 2011 BMW 328i manual a reliable vehicle?
The 2011 BMW 328i manual is generally considered reliable, but like any used
vehicle, its reliability can vary based on maintenance history. Owners who
have kept up with regular service tend to report fewer issues.

What is the fuel economy of the 2011 BMW 328i with a
manual transmission?
The 2011 BMW 328i with a manual transmission has an EPA-rated fuel economy of
approximately 18 mpg in the city and 28 mpg on the highway, making it
relatively efficient for a sporty sedan.
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