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The 2009 AP Chemistry Exam multiple choice answers are a significant resource for students and
educators alike, providing valuable insights into the structure and content of Advanced Placement
Chemistry assessments. The AP Chemistry exam is designed to assess a student's understanding of
chemical principles and their ability to apply these concepts in various scenarios. The multiple-
choice section is an essential component of the exam, accounting for a substantial portion of the
overall score. This article will delve into the format of the exam, key topics covered, and detailed
analyses of the multiple-choice questions and answers from the 2009 exam.

Understanding the AP Chemistry Exam Format

The AP Chemistry exam consists of two main sections: the multiple-choice section and the free-
response section.

Multiple-Choice Section

- Number of Questions: The multiple-choice section typically contains 60 questions.
- Time Allotted: Students have 90 minutes to complete this section.
- Question Types: Questions may include a variety of formats such as direct queries, data
interpretation, and problem-solving scenarios.

Free-Response Section

- Number of Questions: The free-response section usually includes 7 questions.
- Time Allotted: Students are given 90 minutes for this part.
- Question Types: This section tests students' abilities to perform calculations, analyze data, and
construct coherent responses based on chemical principles.

Key Topics Covered in the 2009 Exam

The 2009 AP Chemistry exam addressed a range of important topics within the field of chemistry.
Understanding these topics not only aids in preparing for the AP exam but also reinforces critical
concepts for future studies.



1. Stoichiometry and Chemical Reactions

- Balancing equations
- Mole calculations
- Types of chemical reactions (synthesis, decomposition, combustion, etc.)

2. Atomic Structure and Periodicity

- Quantum mechanical model of the atom
- Electron configurations
- Periodic trends (atomic radius, ionization energy, electronegativity)

3. Chemical Bonding and Molecular Geometry

- Types of bonds (ionic, covalent, metallic)
- VSEPR theory
- Hybridization and molecular orbitals

4. Thermodynamics and Kinetics

- Laws of thermodynamics
- Enthalpy, entropy, and free energy
- Reaction rates and factors affecting them

5. Equilibrium and Acid-Base Chemistry

- Le Châtelier's principle
- pH calculations
- Buffer solutions and titrations

6. Electrochemistry

- Redox reactions
- Galvanic cells and electrolytic cells
- Nernst equation

7. Organic Chemistry and Biochemistry

- Functional groups



- Basic reaction mechanisms
- Biochemical compounds (carbohydrates, proteins, lipids)

Detailed Analysis of the 2009 Multiple Choice
Questions

The multiple-choice section of the 2009 AP Chemistry exam consisted of questions that tested
knowledge across these key topics. Below is a detailed analysis of selected questions and answers.

Sample Questions and Answers

1. Question 1: Which of the following substances is the strongest oxidizing agent?
- A) Cl2
- B) Br2
- C) I2
- D) F2
- Correct Answer: D) F2

Explanation: Fluorine is the most electronegative element and has a strong tendency to gain
electrons, making it the strongest oxidizing agent among the options.

2. Question 2: What is the pH of a 0.01 M HCl solution?
- A) 1
- B) 2
- C) 0
- D) 3
- Correct Answer: B) 2

Explanation: Since HCl is a strong acid that fully dissociates in solution, the concentration of
hydrogen ions [H+] will equal the concentration of the acid, resulting in a pH of 2.

3. Question 3: In a certain reaction, if the concentration of reactants doubles, what happens to the
rate of the reaction?
- A) It doubles
- B) It quadruples
- C) It remains unchanged
- D) It decreases
- Correct Answer: A) It doubles

Explanation: If the rate law indicates that the reaction is first-order with respect to a reactant,
doubling the concentration will indeed double the rate.

Scoring and Performance Analysis



Each correct answer in the multiple-choice section contributes equally to the overall score. The AP
Chemistry exam is graded on a scale of 1 to 5, with a score of 3 generally considered passing.
Performance on the multiple-choice questions can provide valuable feedback regarding a student's
readiness for college-level chemistry.

- Score Distribution:
- 5: 10%
- 4: 20%
- 3: 25%
- 2: 30%
- 1: 15%

Understanding this distribution can help students gauge the difficulty of the exam and their
performance relative to their peers.

Resources for Preparing for the AP Chemistry Exam

Preparation for the AP Chemistry exam involves a combination of textbook study, practice exams,
and review of previous years' questions. Here are some recommended resources:

- Textbooks: "Chemistry: The Central Science" by Brown, LeMay, and Bursten.
- Online Resources: Websites like Khan Academy offer free tutorials and practice problems.
- Review Books: Publications such as "Cracking the AP Chemistry Exam" by The Princeton Review
provide valuable strategies and practice questions.

Conclusion

The 2009 AP Chemistry Exam multiple choice answers reflect a comprehensive evaluation of
students' understanding of fundamental chemical concepts. By analyzing the questions and their
correct answers, students can identify areas for improvement and strengthen their knowledge base.
With diligent preparation and the right resources, students can enhance their chances of achieving a
high score on the AP Chemistry exam, thereby earning college credit and laying a strong foundation
for future studies in the sciences.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the 2009 AP Chemistry exam multiple choice
answers?
The 2009 AP Chemistry exam multiple choice answers can be found on the College Board's official
website or through various educational resources that provide past exam materials.



What topics were covered in the 2009 AP Chemistry multiple
choice section?
The 2009 AP Chemistry multiple choice section covered topics such as chemical stoichiometry,
thermodynamics, kinetics, equilibrium, and acid-base chemistry.

How is the AP Chemistry exam structured in terms of multiple
choice questions?
The AP Chemistry exam consists of 60 multiple choice questions, which are divided into two
sections: Section I includes 40 questions, and Section II includes 20 questions that are more
challenging.

What is the scoring system for the multiple choice section of
the AP Chemistry exam?
Each correct answer in the multiple choice section of the AP Chemistry exam is awarded one point,
while incorrect answers do not deduct points, so the maximum score for this section is 60 points.

Are there any resources available to practice with the 2009 AP
Chemistry exam multiple choice questions?
Yes, there are several resources available, including AP review books, online practice exams, and
educational websites that provide access to past AP Chemistry exams and practice questions.

What strategies can help students excel in the multiple choice
section of the AP Chemistry exam?
Students can excel by familiarizing themselves with the format of the questions, practicing with past
exam questions, understanding key concepts thoroughly, and managing their time effectively during
the exam.
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