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2002 AP World History DBQ Christianity and Islam Student Responses

The 2002 AP World History exam included a Document-Based Question (DBQ) that
focused on the comparative study of Christianity and Islam. This examination
provided students with a unique opportunity to analyze primary source
documents and construct a coherent argument regarding the similarities and
differences between these two major world religions. In this article, we will
explore the student responses to this DBQ, highlighting key themes,
strategies used in their arguments, and the overall significance of the
analysis presented.

Understanding the DBQ Format

The DBQ format is designed to assess students' ability to utilize historical
documents to formulate an argument. In the case of the 2002 exam, students
were tasked with examining a variety of documents that reflected the beliefs,
practices, and societal impacts of Christianity and Islam. The objective was
to synthesize this information into a well-structured essay that addressed
the prompt effectively.

Key Themes in the DBQ

When analyzing the student responses, several key themes emerged that
highlighted the complexities of both religions.

1. Foundational Beliefs: Students often began their essays by discussing
the core beliefs of both Christianity and Islam. They noted that both
religions emphasized monotheism, the importance of ethical behavior, and
the role of a prophet. For Christianity, this is exemplified through the
teachings of Jesus Christ, while for Islam, the Prophet Muhammad serves
a similar role.

2. Scriptural Texts: Many responses examined the significance of religious
texts in shaping the beliefs and practices of followers. Students
analyzed the Bible and the Quran, discussing how these texts were
interpreted and used to guide the moral and spiritual lives of
adherents. They noted the differences in textual authority and the
resulting variations in religious practices.



3. Historical Context: A significant number of essays placed the
development of Christianity and Islam within their historical contexts.
Students explored how the socio-political environments in which these
religions emerged influenced their growth and spread. For instance, the
context of the Roman Empire for Christianity and the rise of the Islamic
Caliphates for Islam were frequently mentioned.

4. Role in Society: The societal roles of Christianity and Islam were also
a focal point in many responses. Students discussed how each religion
interacted with the political structures of their respective societies,
including the establishment of religious institutions and their
influence on governance.

5. Similarities and Differences: Many essays successfully highlighted both
the similarities and differences between the two religions.
Commonalities such as the belief in an afterlife and the importance of
community were discussed alongside differences in practices, such as the
role of clergy and religious rituals.

Strategies for Constructing Responses

Student responses varied in their approach to the DBQ, but several effective
strategies can be identified.

Document Analysis

A key component of a successful DBQ response is the analysis of the provided
documents. Students who excelled in their essays effectively integrated
evidence from the documents to support their claims. This involved:

* Quoting Relevant Passages: Many students quoted specific lines from the
documents to provide direct evidence for their assertions. This not only
strengthened their arguments but also demonstrated a close reading of
the texts.

e Contextualizing the Sources: Top-performing students often provided
context for the documents, explaining their origin and relevance to the
topic. Understanding the historical background of each document allowed
students to make more nuanced arguments.



e Comparative Analysis: Some responses effectively compared and contrasted
the documents, highlighting how they reflected the broader themes of the
religions. This comparative approach demonstrated a deeper understanding
of the material and added sophistication to the argument.

Thesis Development

Another crucial aspect of a strong DBQ response is the formulation of a clear
and arguable thesis statement. Students who articulated a strong thesis at
the beginning of their essays set a clear direction for their analysis.
Successful thesis statements typically included:

e A direct answer to the prompt, addressing both Christianity and Islam.

e A mention of the key themes or points that would be discussed in the
body of the essay.

e A recognition of the complexities and nuances of the topic, indicating
the depth of analysis to follow.

Common Pitfalls in Student Responses

While many students demonstrated a solid understanding of the material,
certain pitfalls were commonly observed in their essays.

Lack of Document Integration

One frequent issue was the failure to effectively integrate documents into
the analysis. Some students provided general descriptions of Christianity and
Islam without referencing the specific documents. This often resulted in
weaker arguments, as they lacked the necessary evidence to support their
claims.

Generalizations and Oversimplifications

Another common pitfall was the tendency to make sweeping generalizations
about either religion. While it is essential to highlight similarities and
differences, students sometimes oversimplified complex beliefs and practices.
For example, stating that "all Christians believe X" or "all Muslims practice



Y" ignores the diversity within each faith tradition.

Failure to Address the Prompt Fully

Some responses did not fully address all aspects of the prompt. It is crucial
for students to read the question carefully and ensure that their essays
respond to all parts. In some cases, students focused too heavily on one
religion at the expense of the other, leading to an imbalanced analysis.

The Significance of the DBQ in Historical
Understanding

The 2002 AP World History DBQ on Christianity and Islam is significant for
several reasons. It encourages students to engage with primary source
materials, fostering critical thinking and analytical skills. Additionally,
it highlights the importance of understanding world religions within their
historical contexts, promoting a deeper appreciation for cultural diversity
and the interplay between religion and society.

By examining the responses of students, educators can gain insight into
common areas of confusion and the effectiveness of teaching strategies. This
analysis can help refine future instruction on comparative religion and
historical analysis, ultimately benefiting students in their pursuit of
knowledge.

Conclusion

The 2002 AP World History DBQ on Christianity and Islam provided students
with a valuable opportunity to explore the complexities of two major world
religions. Through careful document analysis, effective thesis development,
and a nuanced understanding of the subject matter, students were able to
construct compelling arguments. While challenges remain in navigating the
intricacies of these faiths, the DBQ serves as a significant pedagogical tool
in fostering critical historical thinking and comparative analysis in the
study of world religions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main themes in the 2002 AP World



History DBQ regarding Christianity and Islam?

The main themes included the comparison of the spread and influence of
Christianity and Islam, their theological differences and similarities, and
the impact of these religions on social and cultural structures in their
respective regions.

How did students typically analyze the primary
sources provided in the 2002 DBQ?

Students often analyzed the primary sources by examining the context,
authorship, and purpose of each document, as well as identifying biases and
perspectives that influenced the portrayal of Christianity and Islam.

What strategies did successful students use to
construct their essays for the 2002 DBQ?

Successful students typically used a clear thesis statement, organized their
essays thematically or chronologically, incorporated specific evidence from
the documents, and provided contextual information to support their
arguments.

What challenges did students face when responding to
the 2002 DBQ on Christianity and Islam?

Students faced challenges such as managing time effectively, synthesizing
information from multiple documents, and ensuring they addressed the prompt
thoroughly while avoiding generalizations about both religions.

What common mistakes did students make in their
responses to the 2002 DBQ?

Common mistakes included failing to directly address the prompt, providing
overly vague or unsupported claims, relying too heavily on outside knowledge
without linking it to the documents, and not adequately analyzing the
sources.
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