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20 hour security training certificate Illinois is a vital credential for
individuals seeking a career in the security industry within the state. As
crime rates fluctuate and the need for professional security services
increases, more individuals are looking to obtain the necessary training to
become licensed security professionals. This article will delve into the
significance of this training certificate, the requirements to obtain it, the
training process, and the career opportunities that follow.

Understanding the 20 Hour Security Training
Certificate

The 20 hour security training certificate is a mandated educational program
for aspiring security personnel in Illinois. This training aims to equip
individuals with the essential knowledge and skills necessary to perform
security-related duties effectively and responsibly.

Importance of the Certificate

Obtaining the 20 hour security training certificate in Illinois is crucial
for several reasons:

1. Legal Requirement: In Illinois, the Private Detective, Private Alarm, and
Security Contractor Act of 1983 requires security personnel to complete a
minimum of 20 hours of training before they can apply for a security guard
license.

2. Knowledge Acquisition: The training covers various topics, including legal
powers and limitations, emergency procedures, communication skills, and
conflict resolution, ensuring that security professionals are well-prepared
for their roles.

3. Career Advancement: Having this certificate can enhance career
opportunities in the security field, as many employers prefer or require
candidates to have completed this training.

Eligibility Requirements

Before enrolling in a 20 hour security training certificate program,
candidates must meet specific eligibility criteria:

1. Age: Candidates must be at least 18 years old.
2. Background Check: Applicants must pass a criminal background check;
certain convictions may disqualify individuals from obtaining a license.
3. Residency: While the training can be completed in Illinois, some programs
may have different residency requirements.



Training Curriculum

The 20 hour security training certificate program covers a range of topics
crucial for security professionals. The curriculum typically includes the
following modules:

Module 1: Introduction to Security
- Overview of the security industry
- Types of security services
- Roles and responsibilities of security personnel

Module 2: Legal Aspects
- Understanding laws and regulations affecting security operations
- Rights of security personnel and limitations
- Use of force and self-defense laws

Module 3: Emergency Procedures
- Responding to emergencies (fire, medical, criminal activities)
- Evacuation procedures and planning
- First Aid and CPR basics

Module 4: Communication Skills
- Effective verbal and written communication
- Report writing and documentation
- Interpersonal skills for dealing with the public

Module 5: Conflict Resolution and Customer Service
- Techniques for de-escalating conflicts
- Customer service principles in security
- Building rapport with clients and the public

Module 6: Practical Scenarios and Role-Playing
- Engaging in role-play exercises to simulate real-world situations
- Practical application of learned skills

Training Providers

Various organizations in Illinois offer the 20 hour security training
certificate. Choosing a reputable provider is essential for ensuring a
quality education. Here are some options:

1. Community Colleges: Many community colleges in Illinois offer security
training programs as part of their continuing education departments.



2. Private Security Training Companies: Numerous private companies specialize
in security training and certification.
3. Online Training Programs: Some providers offer the option to complete
training online, allowing for greater flexibility.

When selecting a training provider, consider the following:

- Accreditation: Ensure the program is certified by the Illinois Department
of Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR).
- Instructor Qualifications: Instructors should have relevant experience and
credentials in the security field.
- Student Reviews: Research reviews and testimonials from past students to
gauge the effectiveness of the program.

Application Process for Security License

After successfully completing the 20 hour security training certificate,
candidates must apply for a security license. The application process
typically involves the following steps:

1. Gather Required Documentation: This includes proof of training completion,
identification, and any other required documents.

2. Complete the Application Form: Fill out the application for an Illinois
security license, available from the IDFPR website.

3. Submit Background Check: Candidates must undergo a criminal background
check as part of the application process.

4. Pay Fees: Submit the required application fee, which may vary based on the
type of license being requested.

5. Await Approval: After submission, applicants will receive notification
regarding the status of their license application.

Career Opportunities with a Security Training
Certificate

Holding a 20 hour security training certificate opens up various career paths
within the security industry. Some common job roles include:

1. Security Guard: Responsible for monitoring premises, preventing theft, and
ensuring a safe environment.

2. Loss Prevention Officer: Focused on preventing theft and fraud in retail
environments.

3. Corporate Security Specialist: Works within organizations to protect
assets, personnel, and information.

4. Event Security Personnel: Manages security for events, concerts, and
gatherings to ensure safety and order.

5. Private Investigator: Requires additional training and licensing but can



be pursued with a background in security.

Advancing Your Career

To further enhance career prospects, individuals can pursue additional
certifications or specialized training in areas such as:

- Firearms Training: For those interested in armed security roles.
- Cybersecurity: Understanding the digital aspects of security.
- Emergency Management: Focusing on crisis response and management.

Conclusion

The 20 hour security training certificate Illinois is an essential stepping
stone for individuals aspiring to enter the security field. With the
increasing demand for trained security professionals, this certification not
only fulfills legal requirements but also provides the foundational knowledge
necessary for a successful career. By understanding the training process,
eligibility criteria, and career opportunities, prospective security
personnel can take informed steps toward a rewarding profession in security
services. Whether you are aiming to protect properties, manage events, or
ensure public safety, this certification is a crucial part of your journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 20 hour security training certificate in
Illinois?

The 20 hour security training certificate in Illinois is a mandatory training
program for individuals seeking to become licensed security guards in the
state. It covers essential topics such as security procedures, emergency
response, and legal aspects of security work.

Who is required to complete the 20 hour security
training in Illinois?

Individuals who wish to obtain a security guard license in Illinois must
complete the 20 hour training program. This includes both new applicants and
those renewing their licenses.

What topics are covered in the 20 hour security
training course?

The course includes topics such as the role of a security guard,
communication skills, conflict resolution, emergency procedures, and legal
guidelines governing security operations.



Where can I find a provider for the 20 hour security
training course in Illinois?

The 20 hour security training course can be found through various accredited
training providers, including community colleges, online platforms, and
specialized security training schools across Illinois.

Is the 20 hour security training certificate valid in
other states?

The 20 hour security training certificate is specific to Illinois and may not
be recognized in other states. It's important to check the specific training
requirements of the state where you plan to work.

How long is the 20 hour security training certificate
valid?

The 20 hour security training certificate does not expire, but security
guards in Illinois are required to renew their licenses every two years,
which may require additional training.

Can I take the 20 hour security training course
online?

Yes, many accredited providers offer the 20 hour security training course
online, allowing for flexible scheduling and completion at your own pace.
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