2 EXAMPLES OF ORAL HISTORY

ORAL HISTORY IS A POWERFUL METHOD OF PRESERVING AND SHARING PERSONAL NARRATIVES, EXPERIENCES, AND CULTURAL
MEMORIES, OFTEN PASSED DOWN THROUGH GENERATIONS. THIS FORM OF HISTORY RELIES ON INTERVIEWS, PERSONAL
TESTIMONIES, AND THE SPOKEN WORD TO DOCUMENT EVENTS THAT MAY NOT HAVE BEEN RECORDED IN WRITTEN FORM. THE
PRACTICE OF ORAL HISTORY HAS GAINED INCREASING RECOGNITION FOR ITS ROLE IN ILLUMINATING DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES AND
ENRICHING OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE PAST. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE WILL EXPLORE TWO NOTABLE EXAMPLES OF ORAL HISTORY:
THE STORYCORPS PROJECT AND THE FEDERAL W/RITERS' PROJECT OF THE 1930s. EACH OF THESE INITIATIVES HAS MADE
SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE WAY WE PERCEIVE HISTORY, IDENTITY, AND COMMUNITY.

STorYCoRrPS: CAPTURING EVERYDAY LIVES

OVERVIEW OF STORYCORPS

Founpep IN 2003 BY DAVE Isay, STOrRYCORPS IS A NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION DEDICATED TO PRESERVING AND SHARING THE
STORIES OF EVERYDAY PEOPLE. THE ORGANIZATION AIMS TO CREATE AN ARCHIVE OF PERSONAL NARRATIVES THAT HIGHLIGHTS
THE RICHNESS OF HUMAN EXPERIENCE. STORYCORPS ENCOURAGES INDIVIDUALS TO RECORD CONVERSATIONS WITH FRIENDS,
FAMILY MEMBERS, OR COMMUNITY MEMBERS, EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF LISTENING AND STORYTELLING. THE COLLECTED
STORIES ARE THEN PRESERVED IN THE AMERICAN FOLKLIFE CENTER AT THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS.

METHODOLOGY AND APPROACH

STorYCORPS EMPLOYS A SIMPLE YET EFFECTIVE METHODOLOGY:

1. INTERVIEWS: PARTICIPANTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ENGAGE IN A MEANINGFUL CONVERSATION, DISCUSSING TOPICS RANGING
FROM PERSONAL EXPERIENCES TO BROADER SOCIETAL ISSUES.

2. RECORDING: EACH SESSION IS RECORDED USING HIGH-QUALITY AUDIO EQUIPMENT, ENSURING THAT THE NUANCES OF VOICE
AND EMOTION ARE CAPTURED.

3. EDITING: THE RECORDED CONVERSATIONS ARE EDITED INTO SHORT SEGMENTS, WHICH CAN BE BROADCAST ON PUBLIC RADIO
OR SHARED ON THE STORYCORPS WEBSITE.

4. ARCHIVING: THE FINAL RECORDINGS ARE ARCHIVED IN THE AMERICAN FOLKLIFE CENTER, CONTRIBUTING TO A RICH REPOSITORY
OF ORAL HISTORIES.

THE EMPHASIS ON CONVERSATION FOSTERS A SENSE OF CONNECTION AND EMPATHY, ALLOWING LISTENERS TO ENGAGE WITH THE
STORIES ON A PERSONAL LEVEL.

IMPACT AND SIGNIFICANCE

THE IMPACT OF STORYCORPS CAN BE OBSERVED IN SEVERAL KEY AREAS:

- CULTURAL PRESERVATION: STORYCORPS HAS DOCUMENTED A WIDE RANGE OF EXPERIENCES, CAPTURING THE VOICES OF
MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES, IMMIGRANTS, VETERANS, AND INDIVIDUALS FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE. THIS DIVERSITY ENRICHES THE
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE AND PRESERVES THE CULTURAL HERITAGE OF VARIOUS GROUPS.

- EMOTIONAL RESONANCE: THE STORIES OFTEN EVOKE POWERFUL EMOTIONS, FOSTERING A SENSE OF SHARED HUMANITY. By
LISTENING TO THE EXPERIENCES OF OTHERS, INDIVIDUALS CAN DEVELOP A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES
AND CHALLENGES.

- EbucATIONAL RESOURCE: STORYCORPS PROVIDES RESOURCES FOR EDUCATORS, OFFERING LESSON PLANS AND TOOLS TO
INCORPORATE ORAL HISTORY INTO CLASSROOMS. THIS ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO ENGAGE WITH HISTORY IN A PERSONAL AND
MEANINGFUL WAY.



THE FeperaL WRITERS' PROJECT: DOCUMENTING AMERICAN LIFE

OVERVIEW OF THE FEDERAL WRITERS' PROJECT

ESTABLISHED IN 1935 AS PART OF THE NEw DAL, THE FEDERAL WRITERS' PROJECT (FWP) WAS A GOVERNMENT INITIATIVE
AIMED AT PROVIDING EMPLOYMENT FOR WRITERS DURING THE GREAT DEPRESSION. ONE OF ITS PRIMARY GOALS WAS TO
DOCUMENT THE DIVERSE CULTURAL AND SOCIAL LANDSCAPE OF THE UNITED STATES. THE PROJECT EMPLOYED THOUSANDS OF
WRITERS, MANY OF WHOM WENT ON TO BECOME PROMINENT LITERARY FIGURES.

METHODOLOGY AND APPROACH

THE F\WP UTILIZED A VARIETY OF METHODS FOR COLLECTING ORAL HISTORIES, INCLUDING:

1. INTERVIEWS: W/RITERS CONDUCTED INTERVIEWS WITH A WIDE RANGE OF INDIVIDUALS, INCLUDING FORMER SLAVES,
IMMIGRANTS, AND EVERYDAY CITIZENS. THESE INTERVIEWS CAPTURED THE VOICES OF THOSE WHO HAD LIVED THROUGH
SIGNIFICANT HISTORICAL EVENTS.

2. FIELDWORK: W/RITERS TRAVELED ACROSS THE COUNTRY, GATHERING STORIES THAT REFLECTED REGIONAL CULTURES,
TRADITIONS, AND EXPERIENCES. THIS FIELDWORK RESULTED IN A RICH TAPESTRY OF NARRATIVES.

3. PuBLICATIONS: THE F\W/P PRODUCED A SERIES OF BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS, INCLUDING THE FAMOUS " AMERICAN GUIDE
SERIES,” WHICH DOCUMENTED THE HISTORY AND CULTURE OF VARIOUS STATES.

THE EMPHASIS ON PRIMARY SOURCES ALLOWED THE F\W/P TO PRESENT A MULTIFACETED VIEW OF AMERICAN LIFE.

IMPACT AND SIGNIFICANCE

THE LEGACY OF THE FEDERAL WRITERS' PROJECT IS PROFOUND AND FAR-REACHING:

- HisTorICAL DOCUMENTATION: THE F\W/P CREATED AN INVALUABLE ARCHIVE OF ORAL HISTORIES THAT CONTINUE TO BE
REFERENCED BY HISTORIANS AND RESEARCHERS. THESE NARRATIVES PROVIDE INSIGHTS INTO THE LIVES OF INDIVIDUALS WHO MAY
HAVE OTHERWISE BEEN FORGOTTEN.

- CULTURAL AWARENESS: THE PROJECT PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN RAISING AW ARENESS ABOUT THE EXPERIENCES OF
MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES, INCLUDING AFRICAN AMERICANS AND IMMIGRANTS. BY AMPLIFYING THESE VOICES, THE F\W/P
CONTRIBUTED TO A BROADER UNDERSTANDING OF AMERICAN IDENTITY.

- LiTERARY CONTRIBUTIONS: MANY WRITERS ASSOCIATED WITH THE F\WP, sucH AS ZorRA NEALE HURSTON AND RICHARD
\W/RIGHT, WENT ON TO MAKE SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO AMERICAN LITERATURE. THEIR EXPERIENCES WITH THE PROJECT
INFORMED THEIR LATER WORK, BLENDING ORAL HISTORY WITH LITERARY EXPRESSION.

CoNCLUSION

ORAL HISTORY SERVES AS A VITAL TOOL FOR UNDERSTANDING THE COMPLEXITIES OF HUMAN EXPERIENCE AND THE NUANCES OF
HISTORICAL EVENTS. THROUGH INITIATIVES LIKE STORY CORPS AND THE FEDERAL W/RITERS' PROJECT, WE GAIN ACCESS TO A
WEALTH OF PERSONAL NARRATIVES THAT ILLUMINATE THE DIVERSE TAPESTRY OF CULTURE, IDENTITY, AND HISTORY. THESE
EXAMPLES DEMONSTRATE THE POWER OF STORYTELLING IN FOSTERING EMPATHY, PRESERVING CULTURAL HERITAGE, AND
ENRICHING OUR COLLECTIVE MEMORY. AS WE CONTINUE TO EXPLORE AND DOCUMENT ORAL HISTORIES, WE ENSURE THAT THE
VOICES OF INDIVIDUALS—PAST AND PRESENT—REMAIN A VITAL PART OF OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS



\W/HAT IS AN EXAMPLE OF ORAL HISTORY IN THE CONTEXT OF W ORLD W AR |I?

ONE PROMINENT EXAMPLE IS THE ‘STorYCoRrPS' PROJECT, WHICH COLLECTS AND ARCHIVES PERSONAL STORIES FROM VETERANS
WHO SERVED IN WORLD W AR ||, CAPTURING THEIR EXPERIENCES AND PERSPECTIVES ON THE WAR.

How DOES ORAL HISTORY CONTRIBUTE TO UNDERSTANDING LOCAL CULTURES?

ORAL HISTORIES FROM INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES, SUCH AS THE "WisconsiN HisToricAL SocieTY’s NATIVE AMERICAN ORAL
HisTorY PROJECTII PROVIDE INVALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO TRADITIONS, LANGUAGES, AND THE IMPACT OF HISTORICAL EVENTS ON
THEIR CULTURES.

\WHAT ROLE DOES ORAL HISTORY PLAY IN PRESERVING FAMILY NARRATIVES?

FAMILY ORAL HISTORIES, LIKE THOSE RECORDED IN "THe STorY oF My LIFe’ PROJECT, ALLOW INDIVIDUALS TO DOCUMENT AND
SHARE THEIR FAMILY'S UNIQUE STORIES, ENSURING THAT PERSONAL HISTORIES ARE PASSED DOWN THROUGH GENERATIONS.

CAN YOU GIVE AN EXAMPLE OF ORAL HISTORY RELATED TO CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENTS?

THe ‘CivIL RIGHTS HisTorY ProjecT’ BY THE LiBRARY OF CONGRESS COMPILES ORAL HISTORIES FROM ACTIVISTS WHO
PARTICIPATED IN THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT, HIGHLIGHTING THEIR STRUGGLES AND ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE FIGHT FOR EQUALITY.

W/HAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF ORAL HISTORY IN ACADEMIC RESEARCH?

ORAL HISTORY IS SIGNIFICANT IN ACADEMIC RESEARCH AS IT PROVIDES PRIMARY SOURCE MATERIAL THAT ENRICHES HISTORICAL
NARRATIVES, OFFERING PERSONAL PERSPECTIVES THAT COMPLEMENT WRITTEN RECORDS.

How DOES ORAL HISTORY DIFFER FROM TRADITIONAL HISTORICAL SOURCES?

ORAL HISTORY DIFFERS FROM TRADITIONAL SOURCES BY FOCUSING ON PERSONAL NARRATIVES AND LIVED EXPERIENCES RATHER
THAN SOLELY ON DOCUMENTED FACTS, ALLOWING FOR A MORE NUANCED UNDERSTANDING OF HISTORY.

WHAT IS A CONTEMPORARY EXAMPLE OF ORAL HISTORY BEING USED IN MEDIAP

THe PoDCAST "WITNESS' FROM THE BBC FEATURES ORAL HISTORIES FROM INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE EXPERIENCED SIGNIFICANT
HISTORICAL EVENTS, MAKING THESE STORIES ACCESSIBLE TO A WIDER AUDIENCE THROUGH MODERN MEDIA.

How DO ORAL HISTORIES BENEFIT FUTURE GENERATIONS?

ORAL HISTORIES BENEFIT FUTURE GENERATIONS BY PRESERVING DIVERSE EXPERIENCES AND PERSPECTIVES THAT CAN INFORM AND
EDUCATE ABOUT THE PAST, FOSTERING EMPATHY AND UNDERSTANDING ACROSS DIFFERENT CULTURES.
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