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1998 Dodge Ram 2500 Diesel Owners Manual

The 1998 Dodge Ram 2500 Diesel is a powerful and reliable truck that has made a
significant mark in the world of heavy-duty vehicles. Designed for both work and leisure,
this truck combines robust performance with a comfortable interior, making it suitable for a
variety of tasks. As an owner of this vehicle, having access to the owner's manual is crucial
for understanding the features, maintenance, and operation of your truck. This article will
provide a comprehensive overview of the 1998 Dodge Ram 2500 Diesel Owners Manual,
covering its content, maintenance guidelines, troubleshooting tips, and more.

Understanding the Owners Manual

The owner's manual is an essential resource for any vehicle owner. It provides detailed
information about the vehicle's specifications, features, and maintenance requirements. For
the 1998 Dodge Ram 2500 Diesel, the manual is divided into several sections that address
various aspects of vehicle ownership.

Contents of the Owners Manual

The owner's manual typically includes the following sections:

1. Introduction
- Overview of the vehicle
- Safety warnings and disclaimers

2. Specifications

- Engine specifications

- Dimensions and weight
- Fuel requirements

3. Features and Controls

- Dashboard layout

- Instrument panel indicators
- Climate control settings

4. Maintenance and Care

- Regular maintenance schedule

- Recommended fluids and lubricants
- Tire maintenance

5. Troubleshooting



- Common issues and fixes
- Diagnostic codes
- Frequently asked questions

6. Warranty and Service Information
- Coverage details
- Service intervals
- Contact information for dealerships

Key Features of the 1998 Dodge Ram 2500 Diesel

The 1998 Dodge Ram 2500 Diesel is equipped with several features that enhance its
performance and comfort. Understanding these features is crucial for optimal use of the
vehicle.

Engine and Performance

- Engine Type: The standard engine for the 1998 Dodge Ram 2500 Diesel is the 5.9-liter
Cummins Turbo Diesel, which is renowned for its torque and durability.

- Horsepower: This engine produces approximately 235 horsepower, offering excellent
towing capacity.

- Torque: With a torque rating of around 460 |b-ft, it provides the necessary power for
heavy loads.

Transmission and Drivetrain

- Transmission Options: The vehicle typically comes with a 5-speed manual or a 4-speed
automatic transmission.

- Drivetrain: Available in both two-wheel drive (2WD) and four-wheel drive (4WD)
configurations, catering to different driving needs.

Interior Comfort and Technology

- Seating Capacity: The truck comfortably seats up to six passengers with an optional
extended cab configuration.

- Audio System: Features a standard AM/FM radio with options for cassette and CD players.
- Climate Control: Manual air conditioning is available, ensuring comfort during long drives.

Maintenance Guidelines

Proper maintenance is key to ensuring the longevity and performance of your 1998 Dodge



Ram 2500 Diesel. The owner's manual outlines a detailed maintenance schedule that
owners should follow.

Regular Maintenance Schedule

1. Oil Change:
- Frequency: Every 3,000 to 5,000 miles or every 3 months, whichever comes first.
- Recommended Oil: Use high-quality diesel engine oil meeting API specifications.

2. Fuel Filter Replacement:
- Frequency: Every 15,000 miles or when fuel quality is in question.
- Importance: A clean fuel filter ensures optimal engine performance.

3. Air Filter Replacement:
- Frequency: Every 12,000 to 15,000 miles.
- Importance: A clean air filter improves fuel efficiency and engine performance.

4. Tire Rotation:

- Frequency: Every 6,000 miles.

- Importance: Regular tire rotation helps achieve even tire wear and extends tire life.
5. Brake Inspection:

- Frequency: Inspect brakes every 10,000 miles.
- Importance: Ensures safety and optimal braking performance.

Fluids and Lubricants

Using the right fluids and lubricants is essential for maintaining your vehicle's performance.
The owner's manual provides specifications for the following:

- Engine Oil: API rated diesel engine oil with a viscosity grade of 15W-40.
- Transmission Fluid: Use ATF+3 or ATF+4 fluid for automatic transmissions.
- Coolant: A 50/50 mixture of ethylene glycol-based coolant and water is recommended.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Even with proper maintenance, issues can arise. The owner's manual serves as a guide for
troubleshooting common problems.

Common Problems and Solutions

1. Starting Issues:
- Symptoms: Engine cranks but does not start.



- Solutions: Check the battery, fuel supply, and starter motor.

2. Poor Fuel Economy:
- Symptoms: Decreased miles per gallon.
- Solutions: Inspect and replace the air filter and fuel filter; check tire pressure.

3. Overheating:

- Symptoms: Temperature gauge reading high.

- Solutions: Check coolant levels, inspect the radiator for leaks, and ensure the thermostat
is functioning.

4. Transmission Slipping:

- Symptoms: Engine revs without acceleration.

- Solutions: Check transmission fluid level and condition; consider a transmission fluid
change.

Warranty and Service Information

Understanding warranty coverage and service options is vital for owners of the 1998 Dodge
Ram 2500 Diesel.

Warranty Coverage

The standard warranty for the 1998 Dodge Ram 2500 Diesel typically included:

- Basic Coverage: Usually a 3-year/36,000-mile limited warranty.
- Powertrain Warranty: Extended coverage for 5 years/100,000 miles for the engine and
transmission.

Service Intervals

Regular service intervals are recommended, and the owner's manual provides guidelines
for when to seek professional service at a dealership or certified mechanic. Always keep a
record of service performed for warranty purposes.

Final Thoughts

The 1998 Dodge Ram 2500 Diesel is a rugged and dependable truck that offers a blend of
performance and comfort. The owner's manual is an invaluable resource for ensuring that
owners can maximize their vehicle's potential through proper maintenance,
troubleshooting, and understanding of features. By following the guidelines outlined in the
manual, you can enjoy many years of reliable service from your Dodge Ram 2500 Diesel.
Regularly consulting the manual will empower you to address issues as they arise and



maintain your vehicle in optimal condition. Whether you use it for work or play, your 1998
Dodge Ram 2500 Diesel can continue to be a trusted companion on the road.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can | find a PDF version of the 1998 Dodge Ram
2500 diesel owner's manual?

You can often find a PDF version of the 1998 Dodge Ram 2500 diesel owner's manual on
automotive websites, forums, or directly from the Dodge official website under their
owner's section.

What are the key maintenance tips mentioned in the
1998 Dodge Ram 2500 diesel owner's manual?

Key maintenance tips include regular oil changes, checking the fuel filter, inspecting the
transmission fluid, and maintaining proper tire pressure.

Does the 1998 Dodge Ram 2500 diesel owner's manual
provide towing capacity information?

Yes, the owner's manual provides detailed towing capacity information, which varies based
on the engine and configuration, typically around 10,000 to 12,000 pounds.

What type of engine oil is recommended for the 1998
Dodge Ram 2500 diesel?

The recommended engine oil for the 1998 Dodge Ram 2500 diesel is typically 15W-40 or
5W-40 diesel engine oil, depending on the climate.

How often should | change the fuel filter in my 1998
Dodge Ram 2500 diesel?

The fuel filter should generally be changed every 15,000 to 30,000 miles, but it's best to
consult the owner's manual for specific recommendations.

What is the recommended tire size for the 1998 Dodge
Ram 2500 diesel?

The recommended tire size for the 1998 Dodge Ram 2500 diesel is typically LT245/75R16,
but it may vary based on the specific trim and options.



Are there any common issues noted in the 1998 Dodge
Ram 2500 diesel owner's manual?

Common issues noted include problems with the fuel system, transmission issues, and
electrical system malfunctions, along with general wear and tear.

What type of coolant is recommended for the 1998
Dodge Ram 2500 diesel?

The owner's manual recommends using a high-quality ethylene glycol-based coolant that
meets the specifications outlined in the manual.

How do | reset the check engine light on my 1998
Dodge Ram 2500 diesel?

To reset the check engine light, you can disconnect the battery for a few minutes, or use an
OBD-Il scanner to clear the codes.

Is there a specific break-in period mentioned for the
1998 Dodge Ram 2500 diesel?

Yes, the owner's manual usually advises a break-in period of the first 1,000 miles, during
which you should avoid heavy towing and high RPMs.
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