
1979 ford ignition module wiring
diagram
1979 Ford ignition module wiring diagram is a crucial resource for any DIY
enthusiast or professional mechanic working on classic Ford models.
Understanding the wiring diagram can simplify the troubleshooting process,
enhance repair efficiency, and ensure that the ignition system operates
smoothly. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore the significance of
the ignition module, how to read the wiring diagram, and provide step-by-step
instructions for installation and troubleshooting.

Understanding the Ignition Module

The ignition module is an essential component in the ignition system of the
1979 Ford vehicles. It serves several key functions:

Signal Processing: The ignition module receives signals from the
crankshaft position sensor and other sensors, determining when to fire
the spark plugs.

Control: It controls the timing of the ignition system, ensuring that
the engine runs efficiently and smoothly.

Amplification: The module amplifies the signal sent to the ignition coil
to create a strong spark for combustion.

Given its importance, having a clear understanding of the ignition module’s
wiring is vital for effective diagnostics and repairs.

Components of the 1979 Ford Ignition System

Before diving into the wiring diagram, it’s helpful to familiarize yourself
with the primary components of the ignition system in the 1979 Ford models:

1. Ignition Coil
The ignition coil converts the battery's low voltage into the high voltage
needed to create a spark at the spark plugs.



2. Distributor
The distributor directs the high-voltage current from the ignition coil to
the correct cylinder.

3. Ignition Module
As mentioned, the ignition module controls the timing and firing of the spark
plugs.

4. Spark Plugs
Spark plugs ignite the air-fuel mixture in the engine cylinders.

Reading the 1979 Ford Ignition Module Wiring
Diagram

Having a wiring diagram at hand is essential for proper installation and
troubleshooting. The wiring diagram illustrates how each component is
connected and the paths through which current flows. Here’s how to interpret
the wiring diagram:

1. Identify the Symbols
Understand the symbols used in the diagram. Common symbols include:
- A circle with a line for the ignition coil
- A rectangle for the ignition module
- Lines representing wires, which may be solid or dashed.

2. Color Coding
Take note of the color coding of the wires. Different colors often represent
different functions:
- Red usually indicates power supply.
- Black typically denotes ground.
- Other colors may indicate signal wires or connections.

3. Follow the Flow
Trace the flow of electricity from the battery through the ignition switch,
ignition module, ignition coil, and finally to the spark plugs. Understanding
this flow will help diagnose issues effectively.



Installing the Ignition Module

Installing a new ignition module can seem daunting, but following these steps
can simplify the process:

Tools Required
- Screwdrivers (flathead and Phillips)
- Wiring connectors
- Electrical tape
- Multimeter

Step-by-Step Installation

Disconnect the Battery: Always disconnect the negative terminal of the1.
battery before starting any electrical work to prevent short circuits.

Remove the Old Module: Locate the ignition module, usually mounted on2.
the side of the distributor or the firewall. Remove the screws or bolts
holding it in place and disconnect the wiring harness.

Compare the New Module: Before installing the new ignition module,3.
compare it with the old one to ensure compatibility.

Connect the New Module: Connect the wiring harness to the new ignition4.
module. Ensure the connections are secure and follow the wiring diagram
for correct placement.

Mount the Module: Reattach the module to its mounting location and5.
secure it with screws or bolts.

Reconnect the Battery: Once everything is securely connected, reconnect6.
the negative terminal of the battery.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Despite proper installation, you may encounter issues with the ignition
system. Here are common problems and their potential solutions:

1. No Spark
- Check the wiring connections for any loose or corroded wires.



- Use a multimeter to test the ignition coil and ignition module for proper
voltage output.

2. Weak Spark
- Inspect the ignition coil for signs of damage or wear.
- Ensure the ignition module is functioning correctly and is receiving power.

3. Engine Misfire
- Check spark plugs for wear or fouling.
- Ensure that the timing is correctly set according to specifications.

Conclusion

The 1979 Ford ignition module wiring diagram is an invaluable tool for anyone
looking to maintain or repair their classic Ford vehicle. By understanding
the components of the ignition system, how to read the wiring diagram, and
following proper installation and troubleshooting procedures, you can ensure
that your ignition system operates efficiently and effectively. Whether you
are a seasoned mechanic or a novice enthusiast, having this knowledge
empowers you to tackle any ignition-related issues with confidence. Remember,
a well-functioning ignition system not only extends the life of your engine
but also enhances your driving experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the ignition module in a 1979
Ford vehicle?
The ignition module in a 1979 Ford vehicle is responsible for controlling the
spark timing and firing of the ignition coil, ensuring efficient engine
performance and reliable starting.

Where can I find a reliable wiring diagram for the
1979 Ford ignition module?
Reliable wiring diagrams for the 1979 Ford ignition module can be found in
service manuals, online automotive forums, and specialized websites that
focus on classic Ford vehicles.



What are the common symptoms of a failing ignition
module in a 1979 Ford?
Common symptoms of a failing ignition module include engine misfires,
stalling, difficulty starting, and poor fuel efficiency.

How do I troubleshoot ignition module wiring issues
in a 1979 Ford?
To troubleshoot ignition module wiring issues, check for loose or corroded
connections, test the voltage at the ignition module, and inspect the wiring
for any signs of damage or wear.

Can I upgrade the ignition module in my 1979 Ford
for better performance?
Yes, upgrading to a modern ignition module can improve performance, fuel
efficiency, and reliability. Ensure compatibility with your vehicle's
existing wiring and ignition system.
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