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Introduction to the 1974 Suzuki TS 250 Service
Manual

The 1974 Suzuki TS 250 service manual serves as an essential resource for
both owners and mechanics of this classic dual-sport motorcycle. Released
during a time of significant developments in the motorcycle industry, the TS
250 has earned a reputation for its durability and off-road capabilities.
This article will delve into the importance of the service manual, key
maintenance tips, common issues, and other relevant information that can help
you maintain and restore this iconic bike.

Importance of the Service Manual

A service manual is a comprehensive guide that provides detailed information
about the motorcycle's components, maintenance procedures, and
troubleshooting techniques. For the 1974 Suzuki TS 250, the service manual is
particularly valuable for several reasons:

Maintenance Guidelines: It outlines regular maintenance tasks such as
0oil changes, chain adjustments, and brake inspections.

e Troubleshooting: The manual includes diagnostic procedures to help
identify issues and suggest repairs, making it easier for owners to
troubleshoot problems.

e Specifications: It provides technical specifications, including torque
settings and fluid capacities, ensuring that repairs and maintenance are
performed correctly.

e Parts Diagrams: The inclusion of diagrams helps in understanding the
motorcycle's layout, making disassembly and reassembly straightforward.

Overview of the 1974 Suzuki TS 250

The Suzuki TS 250 is part of the company's line of dual-sport motorcycles,
designed to be versatile for both on-road and off-road riding. Key features
of the 1974 model include:



Engine and Performance

- Engine Type: 246c¢cc, air-cooled, two-stroke single
- Power Output: Approximately 18 horsepower

- Transmission: 5-speed manual gearbox

- Weight: Around 250 pounds (dry)

The TS 250 is known for its lightweight frame and responsive handling, making

it suitable for a variety of terrains. Its two-stroke engine provides a
distinct power delivery that appeals to many riders.

Design and Features

The design of the 1974 TS 250 reflects the era's aesthetic, with a rugged
look that incorporates:

- High-mounted fenders for better clearance on rough trails
- A comfortable seat designed for long rides
- A lightweight steel frame that enhances maneuverability

These features, combined with its off-road capabilities, have made the TS 250
a beloved choice among enthusiasts.

Key Maintenance Procedures

Regular maintenance is crucial for keeping your 1974 Suzuki TS 250 in top
condition. The service manual provides detailed procedures, but here are some
key tasks that should not be overlooked:

1. 01l Changes

Frequency: Every 1,000 miles or every 6 months, whichever comes first.
Procedure:

Warm up the engine to thin the oil.

Drain the old oil completely.

Replace the oil filter (if applicable).

Refill with the recommended oil type (typically a two-stroke oil).
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2. Air Filter Maintenance

Frequency: Inspect every 500 miles, clean or replace as needed.
Procedure:



1. Remove the air filter cover.
2. Extract the air filter.
3. Clean with air or replace if damaged or excessively dirty.

3. Chain Inspection and Lubrication

Frequency: Check every 500 miles, lubricate as needed.
Procedure:

Inspect for wear and tension.

Clean the chain with a suitable cleaner.

Apply chain lubricant evenly.
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4. Brake Inspection

Frequency: Every 1,000 miles.

Procedure:

Check the brake pads for wear.

. Inspect brake fluid levels and condition.
. Replace any worn components immediately.
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Troubleshooting Common Issues

Despite its reliability, the 1974 Suzuki TS 250 may encounter several common
issues. The service manual helps diagnose these problems effectively. Here
are some frequent issues and their potential solutions:

1. Engine Won't Start

- Potential Causes:

- Fuel issues (old fuel, clogged carburetor)

- Ignition problems (faulty spark plug or coil)

- Solutions:

- Drain old fuel and refill with fresh gas.

- Clean or rebuild the carburetor.

- Inspect and replace the spark plug if necessary.

2. Poor Performance or Loss of Power

- Potential Causes:
- Clogged air filter or exhaust
- Incorrect fuel mixture



- Solutions:
- Clean or replace the air filter.
- Ensure the correct oil-to-fuel ratio is maintained.

3. Overheating

- Potential Causes:

- Low coolant levels or blocked cooling fins

- Solutions:

- Check and refill coolant as needed.

- Clean cooling fins to ensure proper airflow.

Restoration Tips for the TS 250

For enthusiasts looking to restore a 1974 Suzuki TS 250, there are several
key considerations to keep in mind:

1. Sourcing Parts

Finding original or compatible replacement parts can be challenging. It’s
advisable to:

- Search online marketplaces and forums dedicated to vintage motorcycles.

- Visit local motorcycle shops that specialize in older models.
- Join Suzuki enthusiast groups for leads on parts sources.

2. Maintaining Originality

When restoring, consider the importance of maintaining the bike's
originality. This includes:

- Using original paint colors and decals.
- Preserving original components wherever possible.

3. Documenting the Process

Keep a detailed log of the restoration process, including:

- Parts used
- Work completed
- Any modifications made



This documentation can add value to the motorcycle and provide future owners
with insights into its history.

Conclusion

The 1974 Suzuki TS 250 service manual is an invaluable tool for maintaining
the bike's performance and ensuring its longevity. By following the
guidelines outlined in the manual and conducting regular maintenance, owners
can enjoy the capabilities of this classic motorcycle for years to come.
Whether you're a seasoned mechanic or a new owner, understanding the
intricacies of the TS 250 will enhance your riding experience and
appreciation for this iconic machine.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find a service manual for the 1974
Suzuki TS 2507

You can find a service manual for the 1974 Suzuki TS 250 on various online
platforms such as eBay, Amazon, and motorcycle forums. Additionally, some
websites specialize in vintage motorcycle manuals.

What are the key maintenance tasks outlined in the
1974 Suzuki TS 250 service manual?

Key maintenance tasks include regular oil changes, checking and adjusting the
chain tension, inspecting brake pads, and ensuring proper tire pressure.

Is the 1974 Suzuki TS 250 service manual available
in PDF format?

Yes, many online retailers and motorcycle enthusiasts offer the 1974 Suzuki
TS 250 service manual in PDF format for easy downloading and printing.

How do I adjust the carburetor on the 1974 Suzuki TS
250 following the service manual?

To adjust the carburetor, refer to the service manual for specific settings
on the air-fuel mixture and idle speed. It typically involves turning the
adjustment screws while monitoring the engine performance.



What should I check before starting my 1974 Suzuki
TS 250 after storage?

Before starting your 1974 Suzuki TS 250 after storage, check the fuel system
for leaks, inspect the battery condition, examine the tires for proper
inflation, and ensure all fluids are topped up.

Are there any common issues highlighted in the 1974
Suzuki TS 250 service manual?

Common issues include electrical problems, carburetor tuning difficulties,
and potential clutch wear. The service manual provides troubleshooting steps
for these problems.

Can I perform all the repairs myself using the 1974
Suzuki TS 250 service manual?

Yes, the service manual provides detailed instructions for most repairs and
maintenance tasks, making it suitable for DIY enthusiasts with basic
mechanical skills.
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