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1968 with Tom Brokaw: A Year of Turmoil and Change

The year 1968 stands as a significant milestone in American history, marked by profound social,

political, and cultural upheaval. It was a year that would forever alter the fabric of society,

characterized by anti-war protests, civil rights movements, and cultural revolutions. Tom Brokaw, a

legendary journalist and broadcaster, often reflects on this tumultuous year in American history. This

article delves into the events of 1968, incorporating questions and answers that encapsulate the

essence of this pivotal moment.

Major Events of 1968

1968 was a year that saw numerous significant events that shaped the United States and the world.

Here’s a comprehensive look at some of these key occurrences:

The Vietnam War

The Vietnam War was at its peak in 1968, with increasing U.S. troop deployments and rising anti-war

sentiments at home. The Tet Offensive, launched in late January, marked a turning point in public

perception of the war.

1. Tet Offensive: A coordinated series of attacks by North Vietnamese and Viet Cong forces on

January 30, 1968.

2. Public Reaction: The brutality of the conflict and the stark contrast between government reports and

actual events led to widespread protests across the country.

3. Media Coverage: For the first time, graphic images of war were brought into American living rooms,



significantly affecting public opinion.

The Civil Rights Movement

1968 was also a crucial year for the Civil Rights Movement. The assassination of prominent leaders

and the ongoing struggle for equality marked a period of both progress and despair.

1. Assassination of Martin Luther King Jr.: On April 4, 1968, King was assassinated in Memphis,

Tennessee, igniting riots and protests across the nation.

2. Robert F. Kennedy’s Assassination: Just two months later, Robert F. Kennedy was killed on June 5,

1968, further deepening the sense of loss and turmoil.

3. Legislative Changes: Despite the violence, the year also saw the passage of the Fair Housing Act,

aimed at ending discrimination in housing.

The Cultural Revolution

The cultural landscape of the United States transformed dramatically in 1968, influenced by music, art,

and social movements.

1. Counterculture Movement: The rise of the hippie movement, advocating for peace, love, and anti-

establishment values.

2. Music and Art: Festivals like Woodstock were in the planning stages, and artists like Bob Dylan and

The Beatles became symbols of the cultural shift.

3. Women’s Liberation: The women’s rights movement gained momentum, advocating for equal rights

and opportunities.



Tom Brokaw's Perspective on 1968

Tom Brokaw, known for his insightful journalism and storytelling, frequently shares his reflections on

1968. To understand his perspective better, we can explore some hypothetical questions and answers.

Q1: What made 1968 such a pivotal year in American history?

A1: "1968 was a confluence of events that exposed deep divisions in American society. The Vietnam

War, civil rights struggles, and a burgeoning counterculture movement all came to a head. It was a

year when the American public was forced to confront uncomfortable truths about our values and

priorities."

Q2: How did the media influence public perception during this year?

A2: "The media played a crucial role in shaping public opinion. Graphic images and reports from

Vietnam brought the war into people's homes, creating a sense of urgency and dissent. The coverage

of protests and social movements also amplified voices that were often marginalized."

Q3: In what ways did the events of 1968 impact future generations?

A3: "The events of 1968 laid the groundwork for future social movements. The anti-war protests, civil

rights advancements, and the rise of feminist movements inspired subsequent generations to advocate

for change. The lessons learned in 1968 continue to resonate today."

Q4: Can you share any personal experiences or memories from that

time?

A4: "As a young reporter, I witnessed the passion and anger of the people during the protests. The

loss of leaders like Martin Luther King Jr. and Robert F. Kennedy left a profound impact on me. It was



a time of great hope and despair, and I learned the importance of listening to diverse voices."

Legacy of 1968

The legacy of 1968 is multifaceted, influencing numerous aspects of American life. Its repercussions

are still felt today, a testament to the enduring nature of social change.

Social Movements

The events of 1968 propelled various social movements that continue to thrive:

- Civil Rights Movement: Continued efforts for equality and justice.

- Anti-War Movement: Sustained activism against military interventions.

- Women’s Rights Movement: Ongoing fight for gender equality.

Political Changes

The political ramifications of 1968 were profound:

1. Shift in Political Discourse: The rise of grassroots movements influenced political platforms.

2. Elections: The chaotic political climate set the stage for the 1968 presidential election, which was

marked by controversy and division.

Cultural Impact

The cultural revolution of 1968 paved the way for significant changes in art, music, and social norms:



- Music: Genres like rock and folk became vehicles for social commentary.

- Art: Artists began to explore themes of protest and activism in their work.

- Fashion: Styles reflected the ethos of the counterculture, emphasizing individuality and freedom.

Conclusion

1968 was a year that encapsulated the struggle for change in America. The events of that year, as

articulated by voices like Tom Brokaw, remind us of the power of activism and the importance of

confronting societal challenges. The legacy of 1968 continues to influence contemporary movements,

underscoring the necessity of dialogue, understanding, and action in the face of injustice. As we reflect

on this pivotal year, we are reminded that history is not merely a series of events, but a narrative that

shapes our collective identity and future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What significant events in 1968 does Tom Brokaw highlight in his

discussions?

Tom Brokaw often highlights the Vietnam War protests, the assassinations of Martin Luther King Jr.

and Robert F. Kennedy, and the Democratic National Convention riots as pivotal events in 1968.

How did Tom Brokaw describe the impact of the 1968 presidential

election?

Brokaw describes the 1968 presidential election as a turning point in American politics, marked by

deep divisions over civil rights and the Vietnam War.



What role did television play in the events of 1968 according to Tom

Brokaw?

Brokaw emphasizes that television brought the realities of war and social unrest into American living

rooms, shaping public opinion and activism.

How does Tom Brokaw connect the events of 1968 to contemporary

America?

He often draws parallels between the social movements of 1968 and current issues, highlighting

themes of protest, civil rights, and political discontent.

What personal anecdotes does Tom Brokaw share about covering the

events of 1968?

Brokaw shares his experiences as a young journalist, detailing the challenges and dangers he faced

while reporting on protests and political upheaval.

What does Tom Brokaw say about the significance of the Civil Rights

Movement in 1968?

Brokaw notes that 1968 was a crucial year for the Civil Rights Movement, with both triumphs and

tragedies that shaped the direction of the struggle for equality.

How did Tom Brokaw describe the atmosphere at the Democratic

National Convention in 1968?

Brokaw describes the atmosphere as chaotic and charged, with intense protests outside and a

contentious political battle within, reflecting the deep societal rifts of the time.



What reflections does Tom Brokaw offer on the youth movements of

1968?

Brokaw reflects on the idealism and activism of the youth movements, suggesting that they played a

crucial role in pushing for social change during a turbulent era.

How does Tom Brokaw characterize the legacy of 1968?

Brokaw characterizes the legacy of 1968 as one of transformation, with lasting effects on politics,

culture, and society that are still felt today.

What lessons from 1968 does Tom Brokaw believe are relevant for

today's society?

Brokaw believes that the lessons of resilience, the importance of civic engagement, and the need for

dialogue amidst division are crucial for addressing today's challenges.
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