
12 tenses in english grammar with
examples in tamil
12 tenses in English grammar with examples in Tamil are essential for mastering the
language. Understanding these tenses allows speakers to convey time-related nuances and
actions accurately. In this article, we will explore each of the 12 tenses in English grammar,
providing examples in Tamil to enhance comprehension.

Overview of Tenses

Tenses in English grammar are divided into three main categories: present, past, and
future. Each of these categories has four aspects: simple, continuous (progressive), perfect,
and perfect continuous. This results in a total of twelve tenses.

1. Present Tenses

Present tenses describe actions happening currently or habitual actions.

1.1 Simple Present
The simple present tense is used to express habitual actions or general truths.

- Structure: Subject + base form of the verb + (s/es) for third person singular.

- Example in English: She reads books.
- Example in Tamil: அவள் புத்தகங்கள் படிக்கிறாள்.

1.2 Present Continuous
The present continuous tense indicates actions that are currently in progress.

- Structure: Subject + am/is/are + verb+ing.

- Example in English: He is eating lunch.
- Example in Tamil: அவன் மதிய உணவு சாப்பிடுகிறான்.

1.3 Present Perfect
The present perfect tense is used for actions that occurred at an unspecified time before
now.



- Structure: Subject + has/have + past participle.

- Example in English: They have completed their homework.
- Example in Tamil: அவர்கள் தங்கள் வீட்டு ேவைல முடித்துள்ளனர்.

1.4 Present Perfect Continuous
This tense highlights the duration of an action that started in the past and continues to the
present.

- Structure: Subject + has/have been + verb+ing.

- Example in English: I have been studying for three hours.
- Example in Tamil: நான் மூன்று மணி ேநரமாக படிக்கிேறன்.

2. Past Tenses

Past tenses refer to actions that have already occurred.

2.1 Simple Past
The simple past tense describes completed actions that happened at a specific time in the
past.

- Structure: Subject + past form of the verb.

- Example in English: She visited her grandmother.
- Example in Tamil: அவள் தனது பாட்டியிடம் ெசன்றாள்.

2.2 Past Continuous
The past continuous tense indicates actions that were ongoing in the past.

- Structure: Subject + was/were + verb+ing.

- Example in English: They were watching a movie.
- Example in Tamil: அவர்கள் ஒரு படம் பார்க்கிறார்கள்.

2.3 Past Perfect
The past perfect tense is used to show that one action was completed before another took
place.

- Structure: Subject + had + past participle.



- Example in English: He had finished his work before the meeting started.
- Example in Tamil: அது கூட்டம் ெதாடங்குவதற்கு முன், அவன் தனது ேவைல
முடித்திருந்தான்.

2.4 Past Perfect Continuous
This tense indicates the duration of an action that was happening before another action in
the past.

- Structure: Subject + had been + verb+ing.

- Example in English: She had been working there for five years before she left.
- Example in Tamil: அவள் அங்கு விடுதைல ெகாண்டு ெசன்றதற்கு முன் ஐந்து ஆண்டுகள் ேவைல
ெசய்திருந்தாள்.

3. Future Tenses

Future tenses are used to describe actions that will happen.

3.1 Simple Future
The simple future tense expresses actions that will occur at a later time.

- Structure: Subject + will + base form of the verb.

- Example in English: I will visit my friend tomorrow.
- Example in Tamil: நான் நாைள என் நண்பைன சந்திக்கப்ேபாகிேறன்.

3.2 Future Continuous
The future continuous tense indicates actions that will be ongoing at a specific time in the
future.

- Structure: Subject + will be + verb+ing.

- Example in English: They will be traveling during the holidays.
- Example in Tamil: அவர்கள் விடுமுைறயில் பயணம் ெசய்கிறார்கள்.

3.3 Future Perfect
The future perfect tense is used to show that an action will be completed before a specific
time in the future.

- Structure: Subject + will have + past participle.



- Example in English: She will have graduated by next year.
- Example in Tamil: அடுத்த வருடம் அவள் பட்டம் ெபற்றிருப்பாள்.

3.4 Future Perfect Continuous
This tense highlights the duration of an action that will be ongoing until a specific time in
the future.

- Structure: Subject + will have been + verb+ing.

- Example in English: He will have been working here for a decade by next month.
- Example in Tamil: அடுத்த மாதம் வைரயில், அவர் இங்கு ஒரு தசாப்தமாக ேவைல ெசய்து
வருவார்.

Conclusion

Mastering the 12 tenses in English grammar with examples in Tamil is vital for effective
communication. Each tense serves a unique purpose, allowing speakers to articulate
actions concerning time. By practicing these tenses regularly and using examples in both
English and Tamil, learners can enhance their understanding and application of the
language. Tenses not only help in writing and speaking but also improve comprehension,
making it easier to understand various contexts in conversations, literature, and media.

By familiarizing yourself with these tenses, you will be better equipped to express thoughts,
ideas, and experiences with clarity and precision. Whether you are a beginner or looking to
refine your skills, a solid grasp of English tenses will undoubtedly benefit your language
journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the 12 tenses in English grammar?
The 12 tenses in English grammar are: Present Simple, Present Continuous, Present Perfect,
Present Perfect Continuous, Past Simple, Past Continuous, Past Perfect, Past Perfect
Continuous, Future Simple, Future Continuous, Future Perfect, and Future Perfect
Continuous.

Can you provide an example of Present Simple tense in
Tamil?
Present Simple: 'He eats an apple.' - 'அவன் ஒரு ஆப்பிள் சாப்பிடுகிறான்.'



What is the structure of Past Perfect tense with an
example in Tamil?
Past Perfect: 'She had finished her work.' - 'அவள் தனது ேவைல முடித்துவிட்டாள்.'

How do you form Future Continuous tense and give an
example in Tamil?
Future Continuous: 'They will be playing cricket.' - 'அவர்கள் கிரிக்ெகட்
ஆடிக்ெகாண்டிருப்பார்கள்.'

What is an example of Present Perfect Continuous
tense in Tamil?
Present Perfect Continuous: 'I have been studying for three hours.' - 'நான் மூன்று மணி
ேநரமாக படிக்கிேறன்.'

Can you explain the usage of Past Continuous tense
with a Tamil example?
Past Continuous: 'We were watching a movie.' - 'நாங்கள் ஒரு படம்
பார்ப்பதிலிருந்ேதாம்.'
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