
11 ships of the first fleet

11 ships of the first fleet played a crucial role in the establishment of the first European colony in Australia.
This fleet, commissioned by the British government in 1787, consisted of a carefully selected group of
vessels tasked with transporting convicts, marines, and supplies to the new penal colony at Botany Bay.
Understanding the composition, purpose, and journey of these ships offers valuable insight into one of the
most significant maritime expeditions of the 18th century. This article provides a detailed overview of the
11 ships of the first fleet, their types, roles, and the historical context surrounding their voyage. The fleet's
successful arrival marked the beginning of modern Australian history and laid the foundation for future
colonization. Below is an outline of the key topics covered in this comprehensive examination.

Overview of the First Fleet

Types of Ships in the First Fleet

Detailed List of the 11 Ships of the First Fleet

The Voyage and Conditions on Board

Legacy and Historical Significance

Overview of the First Fleet

The First Fleet was a pioneering maritime expedition undertaken by the British government in 1787 to
establish a penal colony in New South Wales, Australia. This fleet consisted of 11 ships carrying over 1,400
people, including convicts, marines, officers, and crew. The purpose was to relieve overcrowded prisons in
Britain and expand the British Empire’s territorial claims. The fleet set sail from Portsmouth, England, on
May 13, 1787, and after a grueling eight-month journey, arrived at Botany Bay in January 1788. The
successful landing of the fleet marked the beginning of European settlement on the Australian continent.

Types of Ships in the First Fleet

The 11 ships of the first fleet were a mix of convict transports, naval escorts, and supply vessels. Each type
of ship had a specific role in supporting the voyage and the establishment of the colony. The fleet included:



Convict transports: These ships carried the majority of the convicts and some of the marines and
officers.

Naval escorts: Warships provided protection for the fleet during the long voyage.

Supply ships: These vessels transported essential provisions, tools, livestock, and equipment necessary
for the colony’s survival.

The combination of these ship types ensured that the fleet could carry out its mission despite the challenges
posed by the long and hazardous journey.

Detailed List of the 11 Ships of the First Fleet

The 11 ships of the first fleet consisted of two naval escorts, six convict transports, and three supply ships.
Each ship was vital to the fleet’s success and had unique characteristics and histories:

HMS Sirius – The flagship and one of two naval escorts, HMS Sirius was a 20-gun sixth-rate ship1.
responsible for fleet command and protection.

HMS Supply – A small armed tender, HMS Supply served as the second naval escort and was crucial2.
for transporting supplies and messages between ships.

Alexander – A convict transport ship that carried male convicts and some marines.3.

Charlotte – Another convict transport, Charlotte carried male convicts and was among the largest4.
vessels in the fleet.

Friendship – This ship transported convicts and supplies, playing a dual role in the fleet.5.

Lady Penrhyn – Primarily a convict transport for female prisoners, Lady Penrhyn also carried6.
provisions and goods.

Prince of Wales – A transport ship tasked with carrying convicts and supplies.7.

Scarborough – One of the largest convict transports, Scarborough carried male convicts and was8.
known for its size and capacity.



Borrowdale – A supply ship loaded with food, tools, and other essentials for the colony.9.

Fishburn – Another supply vessel, Fishburn carried livestock and provisions.10.

Golden Grove – The third supply ship, Golden Grove transported foodstuffs and equipment11.
necessary for establishing the settlement.

Each of these ships contributed to the logistics and success of the First Fleet’s mission in unique ways, from
transporting convicts to ensuring the colony was stocked with vital resources.

The Voyage and Conditions on Board

The journey undertaken by the 11 ships of the first fleet was arduous and lasted approximately eight
months, covering around 15,000 miles. The fleet’s route included stops at the Canary Islands, Rio de Janeiro,
and Cape Town to replenish supplies and make repairs. Conditions on board were challenging, especially
for the convicts, who faced overcrowding, limited sanitation, and the threat of disease. Despite these
hardships, the fleet maintained a relatively low mortality rate compared to other contemporary voyages,
thanks in part to strict discipline and improvements in shipboard hygiene.

The crew and convicts endured harsh weather, navigational challenges, and the psychological strain of
such a long voyage. The naval escorts played a critical role not only in defense but also in maintaining
order and morale. The supply ships ensured that food and equipment were available to support the
growing needs of the fleet and ultimately the settlement.

Legacy and Historical Significance

The 11 ships of the first fleet hold enormous historical significance as the vessels that initiated the European
colonization of Australia. Their successful voyage and arrival laid the groundwork for what would become
a thriving nation. The fleet’s composition and the logistical planning involved reflect the complexities of
18th-century maritime expeditions and penal transportation systems. The First Fleet’s journey is
commemorated as a foundational event in Australian history, symbolizing endurance, exploration, and the
beginning of a new chapter in global colonial history.

The legacy of these ships extends beyond their immediate mission, influencing naval architecture, colonial
policies, and the development of penal colonies worldwide. Today, the stories of the 11 ships of the first
fleet continue to be studied and celebrated for their vital role in shaping modern Australia.



Frequently Asked Questions

What were the 11 ships of the First Fleet?
The 11 ships of the First Fleet included 6 convict transports: Alexander, Charlotte, Friendship, Lady
Penrhyn, Prince of Wales, and Scarborough; 3 store ships: Borrowdale, Fishburn, and Golden Grove; and 2
naval escorts: HMS Sirius and HMS Supply.

What was the purpose of the First Fleet's 11 ships?
The purpose of the 11 ships was to transport convicts, marines, and supplies from England to establish the
first European colony in New South Wales, Australia, in 1788.

Which ship in the First Fleet was the flagship?
HMS Sirius was the flagship of the First Fleet and served as the main naval escort and command vessel.

How long did the voyage of the First Fleet's 11 ships take?
The voyage took approximately 8 months, departing England in May 1787 and arriving in Botany Bay,
Australia, in January 1788.

What types of ships made up the First Fleet's 11 vessels?
The First Fleet consisted of convict transports, store ships carrying supplies, and naval escort vessels to
protect the fleet on its journey.

Who commanded the First Fleet's 11 ships during the voyage?
Captain Arthur Phillip commanded the First Fleet, serving as both the naval officer in charge of the fleet
and the first Governor of New South Wales.

What happened to the 11 ships after arriving in Australia?
After arrival, the ships were used for further supply runs, exploration, and support of the colony. HMS
Sirius was later wrecked in 1790, while others returned to England or were repurposed.

Why are the 11 ships of the First Fleet historically significant?
They mark the beginning of European settlement in Australia, establishing the first penal colony and
laying the groundwork for the development of modern Australia.



Additional Resources
1. The Voyage of the First Fleet: Genesis of a Nation
This book chronicles the historic journey of the 11 ships of the First Fleet from England to Australia in
1787-1788. It provides detailed accounts of the challenges faced by the crew and convicts aboard the ships,
the logistics of such a massive maritime expedition, and the fleet’s role in establishing the first European
colony in Australia. Rich with historical documents and personal diaries, it offers an immersive look into
this pivotal event in world history.

2. Ships of the First Fleet: Life on Board
Focusing on the daily life aboard the 11 ships of the First Fleet, this book explores the experiences of sailors,
officers, and convicts during the long voyage. Through letters, journals, and official records, readers gain
insight into the living conditions, food, discipline, and social dynamics on each vessel. It also examines the
maritime technology and navigation techniques used during the late 18th century.

3. The Convicts’ Passage: Stories from the First Fleet Ships
This narrative-driven work delves into the personal stories of convicts transported on the First Fleet’s
ships. It humanizes the journey by presenting individual accounts of hardship, hope, and resilience. The
book sheds light on the reasons for transportation, the impact of the voyage on the prisoners, and their
eventual settlement in the new colony.

4. Harbingers of Empire: The First Fleet and British Colonization
This scholarly analysis places the First Fleet’s 11 ships within the broader context of British imperial
expansion. It discusses the strategic importance of the fleet, the political motivations behind the colonization
of Australia, and the consequences for Indigenous peoples. The book also covers the naval architecture and
logistical planning behind the fleet’s assembly.

5. From England to Botany Bay: Mapping the First Fleet’s Journey
Combining cartography and history, this book traces the route taken by the First Fleet’s ships on their
historic voyage. It features detailed maps, navigational charts, and descriptions of key stopovers such as
Tenerife, Rio de Janeiro, and Cape Town. The book also highlights the challenges of 18th-century
maritime navigation and the fleet’s successful arrival at Botany Bay.

6. The Eleven Ships of the First Fleet: Construction and Crew
This detailed reference work profiles each of the 11 ships that comprised the First Fleet, including the
Alexander, Charlotte, and Scarborough. It covers their construction, design, tonnage, and crew composition.
Additionally, the book provides biographical sketches of notable captains and officers who commanded these
vessels during the voyage.

7. Provisioning the First Fleet: Supplies and Survival at Sea
This book examines the logistical feat of provisioning 11 ships for an eight-month journey to the other side
of the world. It discusses the types of food, water, medical supplies, and equipment taken on board, as well
as the challenges of preserving these resources. The book also explores how the fleet managed health and



disease, ensuring as many passengers and crew survived the voyage as possible.

8. The First Fleet’s Legacy: Ships, Settlers, and Stories
Focusing on the lasting impact of the First Fleet, this book explores how the 11 ships and their passengers
shaped the future of Australia. It covers the establishment of the penal colony, interactions with Indigenous
Australians, and the cultural and historical significance of the fleet’s voyage. The book also reflects on how
these ships are remembered and commemorated today.

9. Maritime Tales of the First Fleet
A collection of anecdotes, myths, and lesser-known stories related to the 11 ships of the First Fleet, this
book brings to life the human drama of the voyage. It includes tales of bravery, mutiny, storms, and
camaraderie, as well as the challenges faced by both crew and convicts. The engaging narrative style makes
it accessible to readers interested in maritime history and adventure.
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