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1066 the year of conquest david howarth is a seminal work that delves deeply into one of the
most pivotal years in English history. The book meticulously explores the events leading up to and
following the Norman Conquest of England, focusing on the key figures and battles that shaped the
course of the nation. David Howarth’s narrative combines thorough research with engaging
storytelling, making complex historical events accessible and compelling. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of Howarth’s account, emphasizing the significance of 1066, the year of
conquest, and the impact it had on England’s political and cultural landscape. Through examining the
Norman invasion, the Battle of Hastings, and the subsequent changes in English society, readers gain
a rich understanding of this transformative period. The following sections will outline the major
themes covered in Howarth’s work, offering detailed insights into the conquest’s causes and
consequences.

The Historical Context of 1066

Key Figures in the Year of Conquest

The Norman Invasion and the Battle of Hastings

Aftermath and Impact on England

David Howarth’s Narrative Style and Historical Approach

The Historical Context of 1066
The year 1066 stands as a landmark in English history, marked by political turmoil and competing
claims to the English throne. Prior to the conquest, England was ruled by King Edward the Confessor,
whose death without a direct heir triggered a succession crisis. This section explores the political
landscape of England and Europe in the mid-11th century, setting the stage for the conquest that
David Howarth so vividly describes. Understanding this context is essential to grasp the motivations
behind the Norman invasion and the competing interests of key players involved.

The Succession Crisis
Edward the Confessor’s death in January 1066 left the English throne vacant, as he had no children to
succeed him. The main contenders for the crown included Harold Godwinson, a powerful English
nobleman; William, Duke of Normandy; and Harald Hardrada, King of Norway. Each claimant had
varying degrees of legitimacy and support, leading to a tense and volatile environment. This
succession crisis forms the backdrop for the unfolding events detailed in Howarth’s narrative.



Political Alliances and Rivalries
The political alliances across England, Normandy, and Scandinavia played a crucial role in the
conquest. William of Normandy, leveraging his ties with the papacy and his strong military forces,
sought to enforce his claim by invasion. Meanwhile, Harold Godwinson had to consolidate his power
quickly amid threats from multiple fronts. The interplay of these alliances and rivalries is fundamental
to understanding the complex dynamics of 1066.

Key Figures in the Year of Conquest
David Howarth’s account highlights the prominent figures whose decisions and actions shaped the
outcome of the conquest. This section profiles the principal leaders and personalities, examining their
backgrounds, motivations, and roles in the historic events of 1066.

Harold Godwinson
Harold Godwinson was the last Anglo-Saxon king of England, crowned shortly after Edward’s death.
Known for his military prowess and political acumen, Harold faced enormous challenges in defending
his claim to the throne. Howarth presents Harold as a determined and capable leader whose efforts
culminated in the famous Battle of Hastings.

William, Duke of Normandy
William’s ambition to claim the English crown was supported by his military strength and strategic
planning. His invasion force was well-prepared and motivated, and his leadership proved decisive in
the conquest. Howarth details William’s preparations, including securing papal support and
assembling a diverse army, underscoring his role as the architect of the Norman victory.

Harald Hardrada
King of Norway, Harald Hardrada, entered the conflict as a formidable claimant with Viking heritage.
His invasion of northern England added complexity to the succession crisis, forcing Harold Godwinson
to fight on two fronts. Howarth describes Harald’s campaign and its impact on the overall events of
1066.

The Norman Invasion and the Battle of Hastings
The culmination of the year’s conflicts occurred with the Norman invasion and the decisive Battle of
Hastings, which David Howarth details with precision and vivid description. This section explores the
military strategies, key moments, and outcomes of this pivotal battle.



The Invasion Preparations
William’s invasion required meticulous planning, including gathering troops, ships, and supplies. The
timing of the invasion was critical, as it coincided with Harold Godwinson’s engagement with Harald
Hardrada in the north. Howarth emphasizes the strategic advantage this gave William, allowing him to
confront a fatigued and divided English army.

The Battle of Hastings
The battle, fought on October 14, 1066, was a brutal and decisive engagement lasting several hours.
Both sides demonstrated tactical skill and valor, but William’s use of cavalry and feigned retreats
ultimately broke the English shield wall. Harold’s death in battle marked the end of Anglo-Saxon rule.
Howarth’s narrative captures the chaos, heroism, and tragedy of the battle, providing rich detail on
troop movements and the battle’s turning points.

Military Tactics and Technologies
The battle showcased the military innovations and tactics of the time. William’s Norman forces
employed cavalry and archers effectively, while Harold’s infantry relied on shield walls and close
combat. Howarth explains these tactics and how they influenced the outcome.

Aftermath and Impact on England
The Norman Conquest fundamentally transformed England’s social, political, and cultural landscape.
This section outlines the immediate and long-term consequences of 1066, as documented by David
Howarth.

Political Reorganization
Following his victory, William consolidated power by redistributing lands to Norman nobles,
establishing a new aristocracy loyal to him. This shift disrupted the existing Anglo-Saxon power
structures and introduced feudalism to England. Howarth details how these changes solidified Norman
control and altered governance.

Cultural and Linguistic Changes
The conquest brought significant cultural influences from Normandy, including the introduction of the
French language into the English court and legal system. This cultural blending had lasting effects on
English identity and language development.

Architectural Innovations
William initiated extensive building projects, including castles and cathedrals, to assert dominance



and control. The introduction of Norman architectural styles reshaped the English landscape, a topic
that Howarth touches upon as part of the conquest’s legacy.

David Howarth’s Narrative Style and Historical
Approach
David Howarth’s "1066 the year of conquest" stands out for its accessible yet scholarly approach to a
complex historical event. This section examines Howarth’s methodology and writing style, which
contribute to the book’s enduring appeal and authority.

Research and Sources
Howarth’s work is grounded in meticulous research, drawing on primary chronicles, archaeological
evidence, and previous scholarship. His balanced use of sources enables a nuanced portrayal of the
events and figures of 1066.

Engaging Storytelling
Despite its academic rigor, Howarth’s narrative remains engaging and readable. He employs vivid
descriptions, clear explanations, and a chronological structure that guides readers through the
unfolding drama of the conquest.

Balanced Perspective
Howarth presents multiple viewpoints, including Norman, Anglo-Saxon, and Scandinavian
perspectives, offering a comprehensive understanding of the year 1066. This balanced approach
helps readers appreciate the complexity of historical events without bias.

Summary of Key Themes in 1066 the Year of Conquest
David Howarth

The intricate political context and succession crisis following Edward the Confessor’s death

The roles and motivations of key figures such as Harold Godwinson, William of Normandy, and
Harald Hardrada

The strategic planning and execution of the Norman invasion and the Battle of Hastings

The profound political, cultural, and social transformations resulting from the conquest

David Howarth’s effective combination of scholarly research and compelling narrative style



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is David Howarth in relation to the book '1066 The Year
of Conquest'?
David Howarth is the author of '1066 The Year of Conquest', a detailed historical account of the
events surrounding the Norman Conquest of England.

What is the main focus of David Howarth's '1066 The Year of
Conquest'?
The book focuses on the pivotal events of the year 1066, including the battles, political intrigue, and
key figures involved in the Norman Conquest of England.

How does David Howarth's account in '1066 The Year of
Conquest' differ from other histories of the Norman Conquest?
David Howarth provides a vivid narrative style combined with thorough research, offering both a
detailed and accessible account that highlights personal stories and lesser-known details.

What are some key events detailed in '1066 The Year of
Conquest' by David Howarth?
Key events include the death of King Edward the Confessor, the Battle of Stamford Bridge, and the
Battle of Hastings.

Why is the year 1066 significant according to David Howarth's
book?
The year 1066 is significant because it marks the Norman Conquest of England, a turning point in
English history that changed the country’s culture, language, and governance.

Does David Howarth include perspectives from both the
Norman and Anglo-Saxon sides in his book?
Yes, Howarth presents perspectives from both the Norman invaders and the Anglo-Saxon defenders,
providing a balanced view of the conflict.

What sources did David Howarth use for '1066 The Year of
Conquest'?
Howarth used a wide range of historical sources including the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, Norman
chronicles, and archaeological evidence to construct his narrative.



Is '1066 The Year of Conquest' by David Howarth suitable for
readers new to medieval history?
Yes, the book is written in an engaging and clear style that makes it accessible to readers with little
prior knowledge of medieval history.

Additional Resources
1. 1066: The Year of the Conquest by David Howarth
This classic narrative history offers a vivid and accessible account of the pivotal year 1066, focusing
on the Battle of Hastings and the Norman Conquest of England. Howarth combines detailed
storytelling with keen historical insight, bringing to life figures such as William the Conqueror and
Harold Godwinson. The book is praised for its engaging style and clear explanations of the complex
political and military events.

2. The Norman Conquest by Marc Morris
Marc Morris provides a comprehensive and fresh perspective on the events surrounding 1066, delving
into the background, battles, and aftermath of the Norman invasion. This book explores the lives of
key players and the wider impact of the conquest on English society and culture. Morris’s work is
noted for its balanced approach and thorough research.

3. The Battle of Hastings: The Fall of Anglo-Saxon England by Harriet Harvey Wood
Focused specifically on the Battle of Hastings, this book offers a detailed analysis of the military
strategies and political stakes involved. Harriet Harvey Wood examines the lead-up to the battle, the
clash itself, and its consequences for England’s future. The narrative is enriched with archaeological
evidence and contemporary accounts.

4. Harold: The Last Anglo-Saxon King by Ian W. Walker
This biography centers on Harold Godwinson, the last Anglo-Saxon king, who faced the Norman
invasion. Walker paints a nuanced portrait of Harold’s life, leadership, and the challenges he
encountered during 1066. The book sheds light on Anglo-Saxon England's political landscape and
Harold’s legacy.

5. William the Conqueror: The Norman Impact Upon England by David C. Douglas
A detailed biography of William the Conqueror, this book explores his rise to power, the conquest
itself, and his rule over England. Douglas provides insights into William’s character, strategies, and
the administrative changes he implemented post-1066. The work is a foundational text for
understanding Norman England.

6. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle (translated and edited by various authors)
This collection of annals compiled by Anglo-Saxon monks provides contemporary or near-
contemporary accounts of events including those in 1066. The Chronicle offers valuable primary-
source perspectives on the political and military upheavals of the period. Readers gain insights into
how the conquest was viewed by the English at the time.

7. The Normans in the South, 1016–1130 by John Julius Norwich
While focusing on Norman expansion in southern Italy and Sicily, this book provides important context
for the Normans’ broader ambitions and military capabilities, including those in England. Norwich’s
lively narrative helps situate the 1066 conquest within the larger framework of Norman history and



influence.

8. The Bayeux Tapestry: The Life Story of a Masterpiece by Carola Hicks
This book explores the famous Bayeux Tapestry, which visually depicts the events leading to and
including the Norman Conquest of 1066. Hicks examines the tapestry’s artistry, symbolism, and
historical significance, offering readers a unique lens through which to understand the conquest. The
book blends art history with medieval studies.

9. England in the Age of Conquest: 1066–1100 by David Bates
David Bates provides a thorough examination of England’s transformation following the Norman
Conquest, covering political, social, and cultural changes. The book details how the Normans
consolidated their control and reshaped English institutions. It is an essential read for understanding
the long-term effects of 1066.
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