101 questions to ask before you get engaged

101 questions to ask before you get engaged are essential for couples to explore deep
conversations and ensure compatibility before making a lifelong commitment. Engagement is a
significant milestone that requires clarity on various aspects of life, beliefs, and expectations. This
comprehensive guide covers critical questions across diverse topics such as values, finances, family
planning, lifestyle preferences, and conflict resolution. Understanding each other thoroughly helps
build a strong foundation for marriage and reduces potential misunderstandings. These 101
questions to ask before you get engaged also encourage couples to communicate openly and
honestly. The following table of contents outlines the main areas to consider before taking the next
step in your relationship.

e Core Values and Beliefs

e Financial Compatibility

e Family Planning and Parenting

e Lifestyle and Daily Habits

e Career and Ambitions

e Communication and Conflict Resolution

¢ Relationship Expectations and Boundaries

e Social Life and Friendships

e Health and Wellness

e Future Goals and Dreams

Core Values and Beliefs

Understanding each other’s core values and beliefs is crucial for long-term compatibility. These
questions help uncover fundamental principles that guide behavior and decision-making in a
relationship.

Personal Values

Discussing personal values ensures alignment in important life areas. These questions reveal what
each partner prioritizes and cherishes.



e What are your most important personal values?

e How do you define success in life?

e What role does spirituality or religion play in your life?
e How do you approach honesty and integrity?

e What are your thoughts on forgiveness and trust?

Beliefs About Marriage

Exploring beliefs about marriage sets clear expectations for the commitment. These questions clarify
intentions and perspectives on the institution.

e What does marriage mean to you?

¢ Do you believe in traditional or modern roles in marriage?
e How important is marriage to your personal identity?

e What are your expectations for a successful marriage?

e How do you view the role of compromise in marriage?

Financial Compatibility

Financial matters are a leading cause of conflict in relationships. Addressing money-related topics
prior to engagement promotes transparency and mutual understanding.

Attitudes Toward Money

Discussing attitudes toward money reveals spending habits, saving priorities, and financial goals.

e How do you manage your personal finances?

e What is your approach to budgeting and saving?



» Do you believe in joint or separate bank accounts?
e How do you handle debt?

e What are your financial goals for the next five years?

Financial Responsibilities

Clarifying financial responsibilities ensures both partners agree on managing household expenses
and financial obligations.

e How should we split household expenses?

¢ Are you comfortable discussing finances openly?

e What is your plan for emergencies or unexpected expenses?

¢ Do you expect to contribute equally to savings and investments?

e How do you feel about financial independence within marriage?

Family Planning and Parenting

Conversations about family planning and parenting preferences are essential to avoid future
disagreements on these sensitive topics.

Children

Knowing each other’s desires regarding children helps align expectations about family growth.

e Do you want to have children? If so, how many?

e What are your thoughts on adoption or fostering?

e How do you envision raising children?

e What values do you want to instill in your children?

e How do you feel about balancing work and family life?



Parenting Styles

Discussing parenting styles helps ensure harmony in child-rearing approaches.

e What discipline methods do you believe in?

e How involved should extended family be in raising children?
e How would you handle differences in parenting opinions?

e What role does education play in your parenting plan?

e Are you open to counseling or parenting classes?

Lifestyle and Daily Habits

Compatibility in lifestyle and daily habits significantly affects relationship satisfaction and
cohabitation success.

Daily Routines

Understanding each other’s daily routines provides insight into how lives can be harmonized.

e What does a typical day look like for you?

e How do you prefer to spend your free time?

e Are you a morning person or a night owl?

e What are your habits regarding cleanliness and organization?

e How important is personal space and alone time to you?

Hobbies and Interests



Sharing hobbies and interests can strengthen bonds and create shared experiences.

e What hobbies are most important to you?

e How much time do you want to spend on individual vs. shared activities?
e Are you open to trying new activities together?

e How do you feel about travel and adventure?

e What role does fitness and health play in your lifestyle?

Career and Ambitions

Aligning career goals and ambitions ensures support for each other’s professional growth and life
planning.

Work-Life Balance

Discussing work-life balance prepares couples to manage time and priorities effectively.

e What are your career aspirations?

e How much does your job define your identity?

¢ Are you willing to relocate for career opportunities?
e How do you balance work stress and personal life?

e What are your thoughts on continuing education or skill development?

Support and Expectations

Understanding how to support each other’s ambitions cultivates mutual encouragement and respect.

e How do you expect your partner to support your career?



¢ Are you comfortable with your partner working long hours?
e What sacrifices are you willing to make for career success?
e How do you feel about dual-income households?

e What are your retirement plans or goals?

Communication and Conflict Resolution

Effective communication and conflict resolution strategies are vital to maintaining a healthy
relationship.

Communication Styles

Identifying communication preferences helps avoid misunderstandings and fosters connection.

e How do you prefer to communicate during disagreements?
e Are you comfortable discussing emotions openly?

e What triggers you in conversations?

e How do you express love and appreciation?

e What is your approach to active listening?

Handling Conflict

Knowing how each partner handles conflict helps establish constructive problem-solving techniques.

e How do you typically react to conflict?
e What strategies do you use to cool down during arguments?
e Are you willing to seek counseling if needed?

e How do you approach forgiveness after a disagreement?



e What boundaries do you set during conflicts?

Relationship Expectations and Boundaries

Clear expectations and boundaries create a respectful and balanced partnership.

Roles and Responsibilities

Discussing roles clarifies how each partner contributes to the relationship and household.

e What roles do you expect each partner to play?

e How do you feel about traditional versus flexible roles?
e Who will handle household chores?

e How do you want to manage decision-making?

e What are your expectations regarding intimacy?

Personal Boundaries

Respecting personal boundaries fosters trust and individual well-being.

e What boundaries are important for your personal space?

e How do you feel about privacy in a relationship?

e What are your views on social media and sharing relationship details?
e How do you handle friendships with the opposite sex?

¢ Are there any deal-breakers or non-negotiables for you?



Social Life and Friendships

Compatibility in social life and friendships supports a harmonious lifestyle and mutual respect.

Social Preferences

Understanding social preferences helps balance time spent together and apart.

e How often do you like to socialize?

e What types of social activities do you enjoy?

e Do you prefer large gatherings or intimate settings?

e How do you feel about spending time with your partner’s friends?

e What role does socializing play in your happiness?

Friendships

Discussing friendships ensures mutual respect and trust in social connections.

e How important are your friendships?

e Are you comfortable with your partner maintaining close friendships?
e How do you handle conflicts involving friends?

e What boundaries do you expect around opposite-sex friendships?

e How do you support each other’s social lives?

Health and Wellness

Health and wellness considerations impact long-term compatibility and quality of life.



Physical Health

Discussing physical health promotes transparency and shared responsibility.

¢ Do you have any health concerns or conditions?

e How do you prioritize physical fitness?

e What are your habits regarding diet and nutrition?
e How do you handle medical emergencies?

 Are you open to lifestyle changes for health reasons?

Mental and Emotional Wellness

Mental health discussions foster understanding and support within the relationship.

¢ How do you manage stress and anxiety?

e Are you open to seeking therapy or counseling?
e What role does emotional support play for you?
e How do you cope with difficult emotions?

e What are your expectations regarding mental health awareness?

Future Goals and Dreams

Aligning future goals and dreams is essential for a shared vision of life together.

Short-Term Goals

Discussing short-term goals helps coordinate immediate plans and aspirations.



e What are your goals for the next year?

e How do you plan to achieve these goals?

e Are there any major life changes you anticipate?

e How do you want to celebrate milestones together?

e What is your approach to saving for short-term goals?

Long-Term Dreams

Sharing long-term dreams ensures both partners work towards a compatible future.

e Where do you see yourself in 10 years?

e What kind of lifestyle do you envision?

e How important is travel or relocation in your future?
e What legacy do you want to leave?

e How do you want to grow as a couple over time?

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is it important to ask questions before getting engaged?

Asking questions before getting engaged helps couples understand each other's values, goals, and
expectations, ensuring they are compatible and prepared for a lifelong commitment.

What are some key topics to cover in the 101 questions before
engagement?

Key topics include communication styles, financial habits, family planning, career goals, religious
beliefs, conflict resolution, and views on marriage roles.

How can discussing finances before engagement benefit a



couple?

Discussing finances helps couples align their spending, saving, and debt management strategies,
reducing future conflicts and building financial trust.

Is it necessary to ask about family background before
engagement?

Yes, understanding each other's family dynamics and background can provide insight into values,
traditions, and potential challenges in your relationship.

What questions should be asked about future family planning?

Couples should discuss desires for children, parenting styles, timing, and how to handle potential
fertility issues to ensure mutual understanding.

How do questions about communication improve relationships
before engagement?

They help identify each partner’s communication preferences and conflict resolution methods,
fostering healthier interactions and avoiding misunderstandings.

Should couples talk about career goals before getting
engaged?

Absolutely, discussing career ambitions and potential relocations ensures both partners support
each other's professional growth and can plan their future accordingly.

What role do questions about values and beliefs play before
engagement?

They help ensure alignment on fundamental aspects like religion, ethics, and life priorities, which
are crucial for a harmonious partnership.

How can asking about expectations for marriage roles prevent
future conflicts?

Clarifying expectations about household responsibilities, decision-making, and gender roles sets a
clear understanding and prevents resentment later on.

Are there questions about personal habits that couples should
discuss before engagement?

Yes, discussing habits such as lifestyle choices, health, social activities, and personal boundaries can
help couples anticipate compatibility and respect each other’s needs.



Additional Resources

1. “The 5 Love Languages: The Secret to Love that Lasts” by Gary Chapman

This book explores the different ways people express and receive love through five distinct love
languages. Understanding these languages helps couples communicate better and build stronger
relationships. It’s a valuable resource for anyone preparing for engagement or marriage, offering
practical advice to deepen emotional connection.

2. “Hold Me Tight: Seven Conversations for a Lifetime of Love” by Dr. Sue Johnson

Dr. Sue Johnson presents a groundbreaking approach to relationships based on Emotionally Focused
Therapy (EFT). The book guides couples through seven transformative conversations that foster
intimacy and secure bonding. It’s an essential read for couples seeking to strengthen their emotional
bond before committing to engagement.

3. “The Meaning of Marriage: Facing the Complexities of Commitment with the Wisdom of God” by
Timothy Keller

This insightful book provides a thoughtful exploration of marriage, blending biblical wisdom with
practical advice. Timothy Keller addresses common challenges and expectations, helping couples
prepare mentally and spiritually for a lifelong commitment. It’s perfect for those looking to deepen
their understanding of marriage before engagement.

4. “Attached: The New Science of Adult Attachment and How It Can Help You Find - and Keep -
Love” by Amir Levine and Rachel Heller

“Attached” dives into the science of attachment theory and how it impacts romantic relationships.
The authors explain different attachment styles and offer strategies for building secure, lasting
partnerships. This knowledge is crucial for couples to evaluate compatibility and emotional needs
prior to engagement.

5. “Before You Say ‘I Do’: A Marriage Preparation Guide for Couples” by H. Norman Wright
This practical guide encourages couples to discuss important topics before marriage, including
finances, intimacy, and family dynamics. H. Norman Wright provides exercises and conversation
starters to help couples navigate potential challenges. It’s an excellent tool for those wanting to
ensure they're truly ready to take the next step.

6. “Love Sense: The Revolutionary New Science of Romantic Relationships” by Dr. Sue Johnson

In “Love Sense,” Dr. Sue Johnson combines scientific research with real-life stories to explain how
love works and why it’s essential for survival. The book offers insights into creating lasting
emotional bonds and resolving conflicts. It’s ideal for couples who want to understand the emotional
mechanics behind successful partnerships before engagement.

7. “Mating in Captivity: Unlocking Erotic Intelligence” by Esther Perel

Esther Perel explores the complex relationship between intimacy and desire in long-term
relationships. She offers fresh perspectives on maintaining passion and excitement while building a
committed partnership. This book is particularly useful for couples preparing to engage who want to
sustain both love and desire.

8. “The Seven Principles for Making Marriage Work” by John Gottman and Nan Silver

Based on extensive research, this book outlines seven key principles that contribute to successful
marriages. John Gottman provides practical advice and exercises to improve communication, resolve
conflicts, and enhance intimacy. Couples can benefit from this resource by addressing potential
issues and building a strong foundation before engagement.



9. “Committed: A Skeptic Makes Peace with Marriage” by Elizabeth Gilbert

Elizabeth Gilbert shares her personal journey and reflections on the institution of marriage, blending
memoir with cultural analysis. The book offers a candid, thoughtful perspective on commitment,
love, and partnership. It’s a compelling read for those questioning their readiness for engagement
and seeking deeper understanding of lifelong commitment.
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