
100 great operas and their stories act by
act
100 great operas and their stories act by act have captivated audiences for centuries,
weaving tales of love, betrayal, and the human condition through the power of music and
drama. From the lush compositions of the Baroque period to the innovative harmonies of
modern works, operas tell stories that resonate with our deepest emotions. This article
delves into a selection of 100 significant operas, summarizing their plots act by act, and
highlighting the themes that make them enduring classics.

1. The Magic Flute by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Act 1
- Prince Tamino is pursued by a serpent. He faints, and three ladies save him, showing him
a portrait of Pamina, the daughter of the Queen of the Night. Tamino falls in love and vows
to rescue her.
- Papageno, a bird-catcher, claims credit for Tamino's rescue. The ladies punish him by
sealing his mouth.
- The Queen of the Night arrives, telling Tamino that Pamina has been captured by
Sarastro. She asks him to rescue her.

Act 2
- Tamino and Papageno are guided to Sarastro's temple. They undergo trials of wisdom
and virtue.
- Pamina, imprisoned by Sarastro, is pursued by the villainous Monostatos.
- Tamino and Pamina eventually reunite, overcoming trials with the help of friendship and
love, and the opera concludes with their triumph over darkness.

2. La Traviata by Giuseppe Verdi

Act 1
- Violetta, a Parisian courtesan, throws a lavish party. She meets Alfredo Germont, who
professes his love.
- Violetta is intrigued but initially dismisses Alfredo's feelings due to her lifestyle.



Act 2
- Violetta and Alfredo have fallen in love and retreat to the countryside.
- Alfredo's father confronts Violetta, urging her to leave Alfredo for the sake of his family’s
honor.
- Heartbroken, Violetta returns to Paris and resumes her former lifestyle.

Act 3
- Alfredo learns of Violetta's sacrifices and confronts her.
- Violetta falls ill and ultimately dies in Alfredo's arms, leading to a poignant conclusion
about the tragedy of love.

3. Tosca by Giacomo Puccini

Act 1
- In Rome, painter Mario Cavaradossi helps a fugitive, Angelotti, escape.
- Tosca, Cavaradossi's lover, arrives and is jealous of the woman in the portrait he is
painting.

Act 2
- Scarpia, the corrupt chief of police, desires Tosca and uses Cavaradossi's imprisonment
as leverage.
- Tosca agrees to a bargain with Scarpia to save Cavaradossi, leading to his eventual
execution.

Act 3
- Tosca kills Scarpia and attempts to rescue Cavaradossi.
- Tragically, she finds him dead and, in despair, leaps to her death from the castle.

4. Carmen by Georges Bizet

Act 1
- In Seville, Carmen, a fiery gypsy, seduces Don José, a soldier who is captivated by her
free spirit.
- After a fight, she is arrested but charms Don José into letting her escape.



Act 2
- Carmen and her friends celebrate in a tavern. Don José, now a deserter, confronts
Carmen.
- Micaëla, Don José's childhood sweetheart, tries to win him back, but he remains
enchanted by Carmen.

Act 3
- Carmen becomes involved with the bullfighter Escamillo, igniting jealousy in Don José.
- Their tumultuous love leads to tragedy, as Don José kills Carmen in a fit of rage.

5. The Barber of Seville by Gioachino Rossini

Act 1
- Count Almaviva falls in love with Rosina, the ward of Dr. Bartolo, who intends to marry
her himself.
- Almaviva enlists the help of Figaro, the clever barber, to win Rosina's heart.

Act 2
- Figaro devises a plan for Almaviva to enter Bartolo's house disguised as a music teacher.
- Rosina is intrigued but suspicious of the disguised Almaviva's intentions.

Act 3
- Bartolo discovers the plot but is outsmarted by Figaro and Almaviva.
- The opera concludes with the couple's triumphant union, showcasing cleverness and
love.

6. Aida by Giuseppe Verdi

Act 1
- In ancient Egypt, Aida, an Ethiopian princess, is captured and serves as a slave to the
Egyptian princess Amneris.
- Radames, an Egyptian warrior, loves Aida, creating a love triangle.



Act 2
- Radames wins a battle against the Ethiopians, and Amneris hopes to win his affection.
- Aida is torn between her love for Radames and loyalty to her homeland.

Act 3
- Aida and Radames' love is revealed, leading to tragic consequences.
- They are entangled in the conflict of war, loyalty, and duty, culminating in their deaths.

7. Madama Butterfly by Giacomo Puccini

Act 1
- Cio-Cio San, a young Japanese girl, marries American naval officer Pinkerton.
- Their marriage is a facade for Pinkerton, who views her as a temporary amusement.

Act 2
- Three years later, Cio-Cio San waits for Pinkerton's return, believing in his love.
- She has borne him a child, but her hopes are dashed when she learns of his new
American wife.

Act 3
- In despair, Cio-Cio San decides to sacrifice herself for her child's future.
- The opera ends tragically as she takes her own life, embodying the themes of love and
betrayal.

8. The Marriage of Figaro by Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart

Act 1
- Figaro and Susanna, servants of Count Almaviva, prepare for their wedding.
- The Count attempts to seduce Susanna, leading to tension and comedic mishaps.

Act 2
- Figaro learns of the Count’s intentions and plots to expose him.
- The characters engage in a series of misunderstandings that drive the plot forward.



Act 3
- The truth is revealed, and the Count's infidelities are exposed.
- The opera concludes with a celebration of love, forgiveness, and social commentary.

9. Don Giovanni by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Act 1
- Don Giovanni, a notorious seducer, kills the Commendatore after attempting to seduce
his daughter, Donna Anna.
- Giovanni's exploits create chaos as he continues to pursue women.

Act 2
- Giovanni remains unrepentant, despite warnings from supernatural forces.
- His actions lead to his ultimate downfall.

Act 3
- The Commendatore’s ghost appears, dragging Giovanni to hell.
- The opera serves as a cautionary tale about the consequences of a life of vice.

10. Rigoletto by Giuseppe Verdi

Act 1
- Rigoletto, a court jester, is cursed for mocking others.
- He seeks to protect his daughter, Gilda, from the lecherous Duke of Mantua.

Act 2
- Gilda falls in love with the Duke, unaware of his true nature.
- Rigoletto plots revenge against the Duke after learning of Gilda's love.

Act 3
- The tragic conclusion sees Rigoletto's plans unravel as he unwittingly leads to his
daughter’s demise.
- Themes of love, vengeance, and tragedy permeate this poignant opera.



11. La Bohème by Giacomo Puccini

Act 1
- A group of young artists navigates life in Paris, facing poverty and love.
- Rodolfo falls for Mimi, a seamstress, igniting a romance amidst their struggles.

Act 2
- The couple's love blossoms but is threatened by their financial hardships.
- Friends gather, creating an atmosphere of camaraderie and youthful exuberance.

Act 3
- Mimi's illness becomes apparent, and the couple faces the reality of their situation.
- The opera concludes with heartbreaking poignancy, focusing on love and loss.

12. The Tales of Hoffmann by Jacques Offenbach

Act 1
- Hoffmann, a poet, recounts his past loves

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some key themes explored in the operas listed
in '100 Great Operas and Their Stories Act by Act'?
The key themes include love and betrayal, power and ambition, sacrifice and redemption,
fate and free will, and the conflict between personal desire and societal expectations.

How does '100 Great Operas and Their Stories Act by
Act' enhance the understanding of opera for
newcomers?
The book provides detailed act-by-act summaries, character analyses, and contextual
information, making it accessible for newcomers to grasp the narrative and emotional
depth of each opera.



Which operas in the book are considered must-see for
first-time opera-goers?
Must-see operas include 'Carmen' by Bizet, 'La Traviata' by Verdi, 'The Magic Flute' by
Mozart, 'Madama Butterfly' by Puccini, and 'Tosca' also by Puccini, as they are engaging
and representative of the genre.

What is the significance of the act-by-act breakdown in
understanding opera narratives?
The act-by-act breakdown allows readers to follow the plot progression, character
development, and thematic evolution throughout the opera, enhancing comprehension and
appreciation of the overall story.

Can '100 Great Operas and Their Stories Act by Act'
serve as a reference for opera studies, and if so, how?
Yes, it serves as a valuable reference for opera studies by providing concise summaries,
historical context, and critical insights into each opera, making it a useful tool for students
and enthusiasts alike.
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