
100 great businesses and the minds
behind them
100 great businesses and the minds behind them have shaped industries,
transformed economies, and inspired countless entrepreneurs around the world. Each of
these businesses is a testament to vision, innovation, and hard work. From tech giants to
small startups, the stories of their founders and the challenges they overcame are as
compelling as the products and services they offer. In this article, we will explore 100 great
businesses and the visionary minds behind them, diving into their journeys, philosophies,
and the impact they have made on their respective fields.

Technology and Innovation

1. Apple Inc.
Founded by Steve Jobs, Steve Wozniak, and Ronald Wayne in 1976, Apple has
revolutionized the tech industry with products like the iPhone, iPad, and MacBook,
emphasizing design and user experience.

2. Microsoft Corporation
Co-founded by Bill Gates and Paul Allen in 1975, Microsoft became a leader in software
development, notably with its Windows operating system and Office productivity suite.

3. Google LLC
Larry Page and Sergey Brin founded Google in 1998 while at Stanford University. Their
search engine changed how information is accessed and paved the way for innovations in
AI and cloud computing.

4. Amazon.com, Inc.
Jeff Bezos launched Amazon in 1994 as an online bookstore, which has since evolved into
the world's largest e-commerce platform, offering everything from groceries to cloud
computing services.

5. Tesla, Inc.
Elon Musk co-founded Tesla in 2003 with the vision of creating electric vehicles that are
both sustainable and high-performance, pushing the automotive industry toward greener
technologies.



Consumer Goods and Services

6. Coca-Cola Company
Founded in 1886 by John Stith Pemberton, Coca-Cola has become synonymous with soft
drinks, continuously innovating its marketing strategies and product lines.

7. Procter & Gamble Co.
Established in 1837 by William Procter and James Gamble, P&G is a leader in consumer
goods, providing household necessities and personal care products worldwide.

8. Nike, Inc.
Phil Knight and Bill Bowerman founded Nike in 1964, focusing on athletic footwear and
apparel. Their "Just Do It" slogan has become a mantra for athletes everywhere.

9. Unilever
Founded in 1929, Unilever, co-headed by William Hesketh Lever and Arthur James,
produces a wide range of products, from food to personal care, focusing on sustainability.

10. Starbucks Corporation
Howard Schultz transformed Starbucks into a global coffee empire after joining in 1982,
emphasizing customer experience and community connection.

Finance and Investment

11. Berkshire Hathaway Inc.
Under the leadership of Warren Buffett since the 1960s, Berkshire Hathaway has become a
powerhouse in investments, known for its long-term value strategy and diversified holdings.

12. JPMorgan Chase & Co.
With roots dating back to 1799, JPMorgan Chase, led by J.P. Morgan, is a global leader in
financial services, providing investment banking and asset management.



13. Vanguard Group
John Bogle founded Vanguard in 1975, introducing index funds that democratized investing
for the average person, promoting low-cost investment strategies.

14. PayPal Holdings, Inc.
Max Levchin, Peter Thiel, and Luke Nosek co-founded PayPal in 1998, changing the
landscape of online payments with innovative solutions for e-commerce.

15. Square, Inc.
Founded by Jack Dorsey and Jim McKelvey in 2009, Square provides mobile payment
solutions, empowering small businesses to accept card payments easily.

Entertainment and Media

16. The Walt Disney Company
Walt Disney co-founded the company in 1923, creating an entertainment empire known for
animated films, theme parks, and global media networks.

17. Netflix, Inc.
Reed Hastings and Marc Randolph launched Netflix in 1997 as a DVD rental service, later
transforming it into a leading streaming platform with original content.

18. Sony Corporation
Founded in 1946 by Masaru Ibuka and Akio Morita, Sony has influenced the electronics and
entertainment industries with products like the Walkman and PlayStation.

19. Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc.
The Warner brothers—Harry, Albert, Sam, and Jack—founded the studio in 1923, creating
iconic films and television shows that have become cultural touchstones.

20. Spotify Technology S.A.
Daniel Ek and Martin Lorentzon launched Spotify in 2006, revolutionizing how music is
consumed through streaming and personalized playlists.



Healthcare and Pharmaceuticals

21. Johnson & Johnson
Founded in 1886 by Robert Wood Johnson, James Wood Johnson, and Edward Mead Johnson,
J&J is a leader in healthcare products, from pharmaceuticals to consumer health goods.

22. Pfizer Inc.
Charles Pfizer and Charles Erhart started Pfizer in 1849, becoming one of the world's largest
pharmaceutical companies, known for developing critical medications and vaccines.

23. Merck & Co., Inc.
Founded in 1891, Merck has played a crucial role in healthcare, known for its research and
development of vaccines and therapies for various diseases.

24. Novartis International AG
Established in 1996, Novartis, led by Daniel Vasella, focuses on innovative healthcare
solutions, including pharmaceuticals and generics.

25. Moderna, Inc.
Founded in 2010 by Stéphane Bancel, Moderna gained global recognition for its mRNA
technology, revolutionizing vaccine development during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Food and Beverage

26. McDonald's Corporation
Ray Kroc expanded McDonald's from a small burger joint into a global fast-food giant,
emphasizing consistency and franchising.

27. PepsiCo, Inc.
Founded in 1898 by Caleb Bradham, PepsiCo has grown to be a leader in the beverage
industry, known for its diverse product portfolio.



28. Nestlé S.A.
Founded in 1866 by Henri Nestlé, the company is one of the largest food and beverage
companies globally, focusing on nutrition, health, and wellness.

29. Kraft Heinz Company
The merger of Kraft Foods and Heinz, led by Warren Buffett and 3G Capital, has created one
of the largest food and beverage companies in the world.

30. Beyond Meat, Inc.
Ethan Brown founded Beyond Meat in 2009, leading the plant-based meat revolution,
catering to the growing demand for sustainable food options.

Retail and E-commerce

31. Walmart Inc.
Sam Walton founded Walmart in 1962, creating a retail empire focused on low prices and
convenience, revolutionizing the shopping experience.

32. Alibaba Group
Jack Ma founded Alibaba in 1999, transforming e-commerce in China and globally, focusing
on B2B, B2C, and C2C sales.

33. eBay Inc.
Pierre Omidyar launched eBay in 1995 as an online auction site, pioneering the concept of
online marketplaces.

34. Target Corporation
Founded in 1902 by George Dayton, Target has become a leading retailer in the U.S.,
known for its affordable fashion and home goods.

35. Shopify Inc.
Tobias Lütke co-founded Shopify in 2006, providing a platform for small businesses to
create their own online stores easily.



Sustainability and Environment

36. Tesla, Inc. (again)
Elon Musk continues to lead Tesla in its mission to accelerate the world's transition to
sustainable energy through electric vehicles and renewable energy products.

37. Patagonia, Inc.
Yvon Chouinard founded Patagonia in 1973, pioneering the concept of environmental
responsibility in the outdoor apparel industry.

38. Beyond Meat, Inc. (again)
Ethan Brown's vision for sustainable protein alternatives has made Beyond Meat a leader in
the plant-based food industry.

39. Seventh Generation, Inc.
Founded in 1988, Seventh Generation focuses on eco-friendly cleaning products,
advocating for sustainability and corporate responsibility.

40. Interface, Inc.
Founded by Ray Anderson in 1973, Interface is a global leader in sustainable flooring,
committed to reducing its environmental footprint.

Fashion and Luxury

41. Gucci
Founded in 1921 by Guccio Gucci, the Italian luxury brand has become a symbol of high
fashion and craftsmanship.

42. Louis Vuitton
Founded in 1854 by Louis Vuitton, the brand is known for its luxury handbags and fashion,
representing status and sophistication.



43. Zara (Inditex)
Amancio

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some key characteristics of successful
entrepreneurs featured in '100 great businesses and
the minds behind them'?
Successful entrepreneurs often exhibit traits such as resilience, innovation, strong
leadership skills, and the ability to adapt to changing market conditions. They are also
driven by a clear vision and possess a deep understanding of their industry.

How does '100 great businesses and the minds behind
them' highlight the role of mentorship in business
success?
The book emphasizes that many successful entrepreneurs attribute their achievements to
mentors who provided guidance, support, and valuable insights, illustrating the importance
of building a strong network and learning from others.

What industries are most represented in '100 great
businesses and the minds behind them'?
The book covers a diverse range of industries, including technology, retail, healthcare, and
sustainability, showcasing how innovation and entrepreneurship manifest across various
sectors.

Can you provide an example of a unique business model
discussed in '100 great businesses and the minds
behind them'?
One notable example is the subscription-based model utilized by companies like Netflix,
which revolutionized media consumption by providing users with unlimited access to
content for a fixed monthly fee, highlighting the shift toward digital services.

What lessons can aspiring entrepreneurs learn from the
failures of the businesses mentioned in '100 great
businesses and the minds behind them'?
Aspiring entrepreneurs can learn that failures often provide valuable lessons about market
fit, customer feedback, and the importance of resilience. Many successful entrepreneurs
discuss how their failures shaped their future successes.



How does '100 great businesses and the minds behind
them' address the impact of technology on modern
entrepreneurship?
The book discusses how technology has transformed business operations, from e-
commerce to digital marketing, enabling entrepreneurs to reach global markets and
streamline processes, thus highlighting the necessity of tech-savviness in today’s business
landscape.
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