100 a ranking of the most influential
persons in history

100 a ranking of the most influential persons in history is a fascinating
topic that invites us to explore the lives and legacies of individuals who
have shaped the world in profound ways. From political leaders and visionary
thinkers to revolutionary artists and scientists, the impact of these figures
is felt across generations and cultures. This article aims to delve into a
curated list of 100 influential individuals, examining their contributions
and the reasons behind their enduring significance.

The Criteria for Influence

Before we embark on our journey through history, it’s essential to define
what makes a person influential. The following criteria are often considered:

e Impact on Society: How their actions changed societal norms and
practices.

e Innovations: Contributions that introduced new ideas, technologies, or
art forms.

e Leadership: The ability to inspire and mobilize people towards a common
goal.

e Cultural Legacy: Lasting effects on culture, philosophy, and human
thought.

e Historical Context: The significance of their actions in relation to
their time period.

Ranking the Most Influential Persons in History

The following list features 100 of the most influential persons throughout
history, categorized by their contributions to various fields.

1-20: Political Leaders and Reformers

1. Mahatma Gandhi - Leader of the Indian independence movement; advocate for
nonviolent resistance.



2. Nelson Mandela - Anti-apartheid revolutionary and first black president of
South Africa.

3. Winston Churchill - Prime Minister of the UK during World War II; known
for his leadership and oratory.

4. George Washington - First President of the United States; key figure in
the American Revolution.

5. Martin Luther King Jr. - Civil rights leader known for his role in
advancing civil rights through nonviolent activism.

6. Abraham Lincoln - 16th President of the U.S.; preserved the Union during
the Civil War and abolished slavery.

7. Emmeline Pankhurst - Leader of the British suffragette movement that
helped women win the right to vote.

8. Franklin D. Roosevelt - U.S. President who led the country during the
Great Depression and World War II.

9. Catherine the Great - Empress of Russia who expanded the empire and
promoted Westernization.

10. Margaret Thatcher - First female Prime Minister of the UK; known for her
strong conservative policies.

11. Alexander the Great - King of Macedonia who created one of the largest
empires in history.

12. Julius Caesar - Roman general and statesman whose actions led to the rise
of the Roman Empire.

13. Cleopatra - Last active ruler of the Ptolemaic Kingdom of Egypt; known
for her intelligence and political acumen.

14. Socrates - Ancient Greek philosopher who is considered one of the
founders of Western philosophy.

15. Karl Marx - Philosopher and economist known for his ideas on socialism
and communism.

16. Rosa Parks - Civil rights activist known for her pivotal role in the
Montgomery Bus Boycott.

17. Vladimir Lenin - Leader of the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia; founded
the Soviet state.

18. John F. Kennedy - U.S. President known for his inspirational speeches and
handling of the Cuban Missile Crisis.

19. Angela Merkel - Chancellor of Germany; known for her role in European
politics and economic stability.

20. Malala Yousafzai - Education activist and youngest Nobel Prize laureate
advocating for girls' education worldwide.

21-40: Scientists and Innovators

21. Albert Einstein - Theoretical physicist known for the theory of
relativity and contributions to quantum mechanics.

22. Isaac Newton - Mathematician and physicist; formulated the laws of motion
and universal gravitation.

23. Marie Curie - Pioneering physicist and chemist who conducted
groundbreaking research on radioactivity.

24. Charles Darwin - Naturalist known for his theory of evolution and natural
selection.



25. Galileo Galilei - Astronomer who played a significant role in the
scientific revolution.

26. Nikola Tesla - Inventor and engineer known for his contributions to the
development of alternating current electricity.

27. Stephen Hawking - Theoretical physicist known for his work on black holes
and cosmology.

28. Louis Pasteur - Microbiologist whose discoveries led to the development
of vaccines and pasteurization.

29. Thomas Edison - Inventor and businessman known for his work on the
electric light bulb and phonograph.

30. Rosalind Franklin - Chemist whose work was critical to understanding the
molecular structures of DNA.

31. James Watson and Francis Crick - Co-discoverers of the DNA double helix
structure.

32. Ada Lovelace - Mathematician recognized as one of the first computer
programmers.

33. Gregor Mendel - Founder of modern genetics; known for his work on
inheritance patterns in pea plants.

34. Richard Feynman - Theoretical physicist known for his work in quantum
mechanics and particle physics.

35. Jane Goodall - Primatologist known for her extensive study of wild
chimpanzees in Tanzania.

36. Bill Gates - Co-founder of Microsoft and philanthropist known for his
work in technology and global health.

37. Steve Jobs - Co-founder of Apple Inc.; pivotal in the personal computer
revolution.

38. Elon Musk - Entrepreneur known for his work in electric vehicles, space
exploration, and renewable energy.

39. Thomas More - Author and philosopher known for his book "Utopia," which
introduced the concept of a perfect society.

40. Niels Bohr - Physicist who made foundational contributions to
understanding atomic structure and quantum theory.

41-60: Artists and Writers

41. William Shakespeare - Playwright and poet; considered one of the greatest
writers in the English language.

42. Leonardo da Vinci - Renaissance artist known for masterpieces like the
Mona Lisa and The Last Supper.

43. Vincent van Gogh - Post-impressionist painter known for his vivid colors
and emotional depth.

44. Pablo Picasso - Co-founder of the Cubist movement; one of the most
influential artists of the 20th century.

45. Ludwig van Beethoven - Composer whose music bridged the Classical and
Romantic eras.

46. Michelangelo - Renowned Renaissance sculptor, painter, and architect
known for works like the Sistine Chapel ceiling.

47. Frida Kahlo - Painter known for her self-portraits and works inspired by
nature and Mexican culture.



48. Mark Twain - Author known for his novels "The Adventures of Tom Sawyer"
and "Adventures of Huckleberry Finn."

49. Virginia Woolf - Modernist writer known for her contributions to
literature and feminist thought.

50. Charles Dickens - Author known for his vivid characters and depiction of
Victorian society.

51. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe - Writer and statesman whose works encompass
literature, philosophy, and science.

52. James Joyce - Novelist known for his complex narrative techniques and
groundbreaking works like "Ulysses."

53. Toni Morrison - Novelist and Nobel laureate known for her exploration of
African American identity.

54. Gustav Klimt - Symbolist painter known for his decorative style and the
iconic "The Kiss."

55. Georgia 0'Keeffe - Modernist artist known for her paintings of flowers
and desert landscapes.

56. Andy Warhol - Leading figure in the visual arts movement known as Pop
Art.

57. Bach - Composer known for his intricate musical compositions and
influence on Western music.

58. Agatha Christie - Author known for her detective novels and creation of
iconic characters like Hercule Poirot.

59. J.K. Rowling - Author of the "Harry Potter" series, which has had a
significant cultural impact worldwide.

60. Bob Dylan - Influential musician known for his contributions to music and
culture in the 20th century.

61-80: Philosophers and Thinkers

61. Plato - Ancient Greek philosopher known for his works on ethics,
politics, and theory of forms.

62. Friedrich Nietzsche - Philosopher known for his critiques of morality and
religion.

63. Confucius - Chinese philosopher whose teachings on ethics and morality
have influenced many cultures.

64. Immanuel Kant - Philosopher known for his work in epistemology and
ethics.

65. John Locke - Philosopher known for his ideas on liberalism and the social
contract.

66. Simone de Beauvoir - Philosopher and feminist known for her
groundbreaking work, "The Second Sex."

67. Thomas Hobbes - Political philosopher known for his social contract
theory.

68. Jean-Paul Sartre - Existentialist philosopher and playwright known for
his ideas on freedom and responsibility.

69. David Hume - Philosopher known for his empirical approach to philosophy
and skepticism.

70. Albert Camus - Philosopher and author known for his contributions to
existentialism and absurdism



Frequently Asked Questions

What criteria were used to determine the ranking of
the most influential persons in history?

The ranking typically considers factors such as impact on society,
contributions to their fields, historical significance, and lasting legacy.

Who are some of the most commonly recognized figures
in the top 10 of the ranking?

Figures often included in the top 10 are Mahatma Gandhi, Albert Einstein,
Jesus Christ, and Muhammad.

How does the ranking account for cultural
differences in historical influence?

The ranking often aims to provide a global perspective, considering diverse
cultural contexts and the varying impact of individuals across different
societies.

Is the ranking of influential persons static or does
it change over time?

The ranking can change over time as new perspectives emerge and the
significance of historical figures is re-evaluated in light of contemporary
events.

What role does public opinion play in shaping the
ranking of influential persons?

Public opinion can significantly influence rankings, as societal values and
perceptions of contributions evolve, leading to shifts in how individuals are
viewed historically.

Are there any controversies associated with the
ranking of influential persons?

Yes, controversies often arise regarding the inclusion or exclusion of
certain figures, as well as differing opinions on the impact of their
actions.

How can one access the full list of the top 100 most



influential persons?

The full list can usually be found in publications, documentaries, or
websites dedicated to historical analysis, often compiled by historians or
research organizations.

What impact does the ranking have on education and
history curricula?

The ranking can influence educational content, highlighting certain figures
in history classes and shaping discussions around their contributions and
impact.

Can modern figures be included in the ranking of
influential persons, and if so, how?

Yes, modern figures can be included if their influence is deemed significant
enough to impact future generations, often evaluated through their
achievements and societal impact.
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