
10 most common french verbs
French verbs are the backbone of the French language, forming the foundation
of communication and expression. Mastering these verbs is essential for
anyone looking to communicate effectively in French. This article will delve
into the ten most common French verbs, exploring their meanings,
conjugations, and usage in sentences. By understanding these verbs, learners
can greatly enhance their French language skills and improve their
conversational abilities.

1. Être (to be)

Meaning and Usage
The verb être is one of the most fundamental French verbs. It is used to
describe identity, state, and existence. It functions similarly to the
English verb "to be."

Conjugation
The conjugation of être in the present tense is as follows:

- Je suis (I am)
- Tu es (You are - singular, informal)
- Il/Elle/On est (He/She/One is)
- Nous sommes (We are)
- Vous êtes (You are - plural/formal)
- Ils/Elles sont (They are)

Examples in Sentences
- Je suis étudiant. (I am a student.)
- Ils sont heureux. (They are happy.)

2. Avoir (to have)

Meaning and Usage
The verb avoir is another crucial verb, serving as both a main verb and an
auxiliary verb in complex tenses. It is often used to indicate possession.



Conjugation
The conjugation of avoir in the present tense is:

- J'ai (I have)
- Tu as (You have - singular, informal)
- Il/Elle/On a (He/She/One has)
- Nous avons (We have)
- Vous avez (You have - plural/formal)
- Ils/Elles ont (They have)

Examples in Sentences
- J'ai un livre. (I have a book.)
- Nous avons un chien. (We have a dog.)

3. Aller (to go)

Meaning and Usage
The verb aller translates to "to go" and is used to express movement or
intention. It is also frequently used to form the near future tense.

Conjugation
The conjugation of aller in the present tense is:

- Je vais (I go)
- Tu vas (You go - singular, informal)
- Il/Elle/On va (He/She/One goes)
- Nous allons (We go)
- Vous allez (You go - plural/formal)
- Ils/Elles vont (They go)

Examples in Sentences
- Je vais au cinéma. (I am going to the cinema.)
- Nous allons manger. (We are going to eat.)

4. Faire (to do/make)



Meaning and Usage
The verb faire means "to do" or "to make." It is used in a variety of
contexts and expressions in French.

Conjugation
The conjugation of faire in the present tense is:

- Je fais (I do/make)
- Tu fais (You do/make - singular, informal)
- Il/Elle/On fait (He/She/One does/makes)
- Nous faisons (We do/make)
- Vous faites (You do/make - plural/formal)
- Ils/Elles font (They do/make)

Examples in Sentences
- Je fais mes devoirs. (I am doing my homework.)
- Ils font une gâteau. (They are making a cake.)

5. Dire (to say/tell)

Meaning and Usage
The verb dire means "to say" or "to tell." It is commonly used in
conversation to report speech or express opinions.

Conjugation
The conjugation of dire in the present tense is:

- Je dis (I say/tell)
- Tu dis (You say/tell - singular, informal)
- Il/Elle/On dit (He/She/One says/tells)
- Nous disons (We say/tell)
- Vous dites (You say/tell - plural/formal)
- Ils/Elles disent (They say/tell)

Examples in Sentences
- Je dis la vérité. (I tell the truth.)
- Elle dit que c'est important. (She says it is important.)



6. Pouvoir (to be able to/can)

Meaning and Usage
The verb pouvoir translates to "to be able to" or "can." It is used to
express ability or permission.

Conjugation
The conjugation of pouvoir in the present tense is:

- Je peux (I can)
- Tu peux (You can - singular, informal)
- Il/Elle/On peut (He/She/One can)
- Nous pouvons (We can)
- Vous pouvez (You can - plural/formal)
- Ils/Elles peuvent (They can)

Examples in Sentences
- Je peux venir. (I can come.)
- Ils peuvent jouer. (They can play.)

7. Vouloir (to want)

Meaning and Usage
The verb vouloir means "to want." It expresses desires and wishes.

Conjugation
The conjugation of vouloir in the present tense is:

- Je veux (I want)
- Tu veux (You want - singular, informal)
- Il/Elle/On veut (He/She/One wants)
- Nous voulons (We want)
- Vous voulez (You want - plural/formal)
- Ils/Elles veulent (They want)



Examples in Sentences
- Je veux un café. (I want a coffee.)
- Nous voulons voir un film. (We want to see a movie.)

8. Savoir (to know)

Meaning and Usage
The verb savoir means "to know." It is used to indicate knowledge of facts,
information, or skills.

Conjugation
The conjugation of savoir in the present tense is:

- Je sais (I know)
- Tu sais (You know - singular, informal)
- Il/Elle/On sait (He/She/One knows)
- Nous savons (We know)
- Vous savez (You know - plural/formal)
- Ils/Elles savent (They know)

Examples in Sentences
- Je sais la réponse. (I know the answer.)
- Ils savent jouer au piano. (They know how to play the piano.)

9. Venir (to come)

Meaning and Usage
The verb venir translates to "to come." It is often used to indicate movement
towards the speaker.

Conjugation
The conjugation of venir in the present tense is:

- Je viens (I come)
- Tu viens (You come - singular, informal)
- Il/Elle/On vient (He/She/One comes)



- Nous venons (We come)
- Vous venez (You come - plural/formal)
- Ils/Elles viennent (They come)

Examples in Sentences
- Je viens de France. (I come from France.)
- Nous venons à la fête. (We are coming to the party.)

10. Prendre (to take)

Meaning and Usage
The verb prendre means "to take." It is used in various contexts, such as
taking objects, modes of transportation, or opportunities.

Conjugation
The conjugation of prendre in the present tense is:

- Je prends (I take)
- Tu prends (You take - singular, informal)
- Il/Elle/On prend (He/She/One takes)
- Nous prenons (We take)
- Vous prenez (You take - plural/formal)
- Ils/Elles prennent (They take)

Examples in Sentences
- Je prends un taxi. (I take a taxi.)
- Ils prennent le train. (They take the train.)

Conclusion
Mastering the ten most common French verbs—être, avoir, aller, faire, dire,
pouvoir, vouloir, savoir, venir, and prendre—is essential for anyone learning
the French language. These verbs not only form the basis of everyday
conversation but also help learners construct more complex sentences and
express a wide range of ideas. By practicing their conjugations and contexts,
students can significantly improve their fluency and confidence in speaking
French. Whether you are a beginner or looking to refine your skills, focusing
on these key verbs will serve as a solid foundation for your French language
journey.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the 10 most common French verbs?
The 10 most common French verbs are être (to be), avoir (to have), faire (to
do/make), aller (to go), dire (to say/tell), pouvoir (to be able to/can),
vouloir (to want), savoir (to know), voir (to see), and venir (to come).

How do you conjugate the verb 'être' in the present
tense?
The present tense conjugation of 'être' is: je suis (I am), tu es (you are),
il/elle/on est (he/she/one is), nous sommes (we are), vous êtes (you are),
ils/elles sont (they are).

What is the difference between 'savoir' and
'connaître' in French?
'Savoir' means 'to know' in the sense of knowing facts or how to do
something, while 'connaître' means 'to know' in the sense of being familiar
with someone or something.

Can you provide examples of sentences using 'avoir'?
Sure! Examples include: 'J'ai un chat' (I have a cat), 'Tu as faim' (You are
hungry), and 'Ils ont deux voitures' (They have two cars).

How do you express future actions using the common
verbs?
You can express future actions in French by using the 'aller' + verb
structure. For example, 'Je vais manger' means 'I am going to eat.'

What are some common idiomatic expressions using
these verbs?
Common idiomatic expressions include: 'avoir besoin de' (to need), 'être en
train de' (to be in the middle of), and 'faire attention' (to pay attention).
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