
1 2 beretta model 948 22 pistol that was
built in 1956
1 2 Beretta Model 948 22 Pistol that was Built in 1956 is a fascinating topic for firearms
enthusiasts and collectors alike. The Beretta Model 948 is a compact semi-automatic pistol that has
earned a notable place in the history of small-caliber firearms. Its design and engineering reflect the
quality and craftsmanship that Beretta is known for, making it a valuable piece for any collection. In
this article, we will explore the history, specifications, and significance of the 1956 Beretta Model 948,
along with tips for collectors interested in this unique firearm.

History of the Beretta Model 948

The Beretta Model 948 was designed and produced by the Italian arms manufacturer Beretta, which
has been in operation since the 16th century. The Model 948 was first introduced in the early 1950s
and was intended as a compact, reliable sidearm for civilian use as well as for law enforcement and
military personnel.

Development and Design

- Era of Innovation: The post-World War II period was marked by significant advancements in firearms
technology. Beretta sought to create a small-caliber pistol that would be both easy to carry and
effective in self-defense situations.
- Key Features: The Model 948 was designed with a blowback operating system, which allowed for a
simple yet effective mechanism. Its lightweight aluminum frame and steel slide contributed to its
portability.

Production in 1956

In 1956, Beretta produced a significant number of Model 948 pistols, making it a notable year in the
firearm's history. The 1956 model featured several enhancements based on feedback from users,
ensuring that it remained competitive in the market.

Specifications of the 1956 Beretta Model 948

Understanding the specifications of the Beretta Model 948 is crucial for collectors and enthusiasts.
Here are some of the key features:

- Caliber: .22 LR (Long Rifle)
- Magazine Capacity: 8 rounds
- Barrel Length: Approximately 3.8 inches



- Overall Length: 6.5 inches
- Weight: Around 1.5 pounds (unloaded)
- Sights: Fixed front and rear sights
- Frame Material: Aluminum alloy with a blued steel slide

Ergonomics and Handling

The Model 948 is known for its comfortable grip and easy handling. The lightweight design makes it
suitable for extended use without causing fatigue.

- Grip Design: The pistol features a contoured grip that fits comfortably in the hand, ensuring good
control and accuracy.
- Trigger Pull: The trigger pull is smooth, which contributes to the overall shooting experience.

Significance of the Beretta Model 948

The Beretta Model 948 represents a significant chapter in the evolution of compact pistols. Its
combination of reliability, ease of use, and innovative design has made it a favorite among various
users.

Collectibility

For collectors, the 1956 Beretta Model 948 holds particular significance due to its historical context
and limited production numbers. Here are some reasons why it is sought after:

- Historical Importance: Being a product of the post-war era, it reflects the advancements in firearm
technology during that time.
- Limited Availability: Due to its age and the number of units produced, finding a well-preserved Model
948 can be a challenge, making it a valuable addition to any collection.

Usage and Performance

While primarily designed for civilian use, the Model 948 has been appreciated for its performance in
various roles:

- Self-defense: The .22 LR caliber provides manageable recoil, making it an excellent choice for new
shooters or those sensitive to recoil.
- Target Shooting: Its accuracy has made it popular among target shooters, especially for those who
prefer a lightweight pistol.



Care and Maintenance of the Beretta Model 948

Proper care and maintenance are essential for keeping the Beretta Model 948 in optimal condition.
Here are some tips for maintaining this classic firearm:

Cleaning

- Regular Cleaning: After each use, clean the barrel and interior components using a suitable cleaning
solvent.
- Lubrication: Apply a light coat of gun oil to moving parts to prevent rust and ensure smooth
operation.

Storage

- Safe Storage: Store the pistol in a safe or a locked case to prevent unauthorized access.
- Humidity Control: Use silica gel packets or a dehumidifier in the storage area to prevent moisture
buildup.

Conclusion

The 1 2 Beretta Model 948 22 Pistol that was Built in 1956 stands as a testament to Beretta's
commitment to quality and innovation in firearm design. Its historical significance, combined with its
practical applications, makes it a beloved choice for collectors and shooting enthusiasts. Whether
you're considering adding this iconic pistol to your collection or simply want to learn more about its
history and specifications, the Beretta Model 948 continues to capture the interest of firearm
aficionados around the world. By understanding its features, significance, and maintenance, you can
appreciate this classic firearm even more.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical significance of the Beretta Model 948
pistol built in 1956?
The Beretta Model 948, introduced in the early 1950s, represents a shift in compact semi-automatic
pistol design, becoming a popular choice for self-defense and law enforcement due to its reliability
and ease of use. The 1956 model reflects the post-war era's demand for personal firearms.

What are the key features of the Beretta Model 948 .22



pistol?
The Beretta Model 948 features a blowback action, a single-action trigger mechanism, a 10-round
magazine capacity, and a .22 LR caliber. Its lightweight construction and compact size make it ideal
for concealed carry.

How does the performance of the 1956 Beretta Model 948
compare to modern .22 pistols?
While the Beretta Model 948 is known for its reliability and accuracy, modern .22 pistols often benefit
from advancements in materials and ergonomics. However, many enthusiasts appreciate the classic
design and the nostalgic shooting experience of the 948.

What is the approximate value of a 1956 Beretta Model 948 in
today's market?
The value of a 1956 Beretta Model 948 can vary significantly based on its condition, originality, and
provenance, typically ranging from $300 to $600, with pristine examples fetching higher prices
among collectors.

Where can one find parts or accessories for the Beretta Model
948 pistol?
Parts and accessories for the Beretta Model 948 can be found through specialized gun shops, online
retailers, and forums dedicated to vintage firearms. Additionally, vintage gun shows may offer
opportunities to find rare components.

Is the Beretta Model 948 considered a good choice for new
shooters?
Yes, the Beretta Model 948 is often recommended for new shooters due to its manageable recoil,
lightweight design, and ease of operation. Its .22 LR caliber also allows for inexpensive practice,
making it a great introductory firearm.
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